
That Self is descr~bed by KO, No ! He is incomprehensible, 
for  he cannot l)c co~llprehe~ldeti ; imperishable, for he cannot 
perish ; m~attached,  for 11e cloes not attach himself; unfettered, he 
does not sufeer, he does not fail.-Brzlicrdaranyaka-l'yantsliad. 

THE PATH. 
- -- - - -- - - - - -- -- - - - - -- - - - - -- -- 

VOL. V. XILIRCM, I 891. No. 12.  

The Theosophical Soczi t j~,  ns such, is not responsible f o r  my opZjtZi)?~ or 
decl~zmtlbn zit fhis ?~zag(zz2jze, by whomsoever expressed, unless cont(zi?zed i?z an 
oficiol docz~nzent. 

\There ally article, or statement, has the author's name attached, he 
alone is responsible, and for those which are unsigned, the Editor will be 
accountable. 

[A PAE'ER IZEAD BEFORE TIIE CINCIISNATI T. S., JAN. 25, 1891.1 

" The /-irzra?zn Sarirn may become so contaminated 
and so unfit to reflect the light of the Logos as to render 
any further incliviclual existence impossible ; and then 
the result is annihilation, which is simply the  most 
terrible fate that can befall a human being."--Notes o n  
the l 'h~zgnvat  Gitlt by T. Subba Row. 

The  Secret Doctrine, Ancient Philosophy, and the Christian Scriptures 
all advance the idea of the possible destruction of the human soul as the 
penalty for certain transgressions. This is indeed a very old doctrine. 
In  the Christian Scriptures i t  is referred to as "the sin against the Holy 
Ghost ", " the unpardonable sin "; and devout and bigoted Christians have been 
driven to illsanity by the belief that they had committed this " unpardonable 
sill ". While it is far from the present purpose to revive such a degrading 
superstition on the one hand, on the other hand there is a law of retribu- 
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tion following perversions of tlie lluman \\rill, altogether obscure11 and 
rendered of  no account bj. the conflicting wrangles of t l ~ e  Cllristian theology. 
That one s l~ould  go insane in seeking to reconcile freedom of the rvill wit11 
pre-destination and the idea of the sin against the Holy Ghost creates very 
little surprise to-da!, ; but as the result is to obscure the principle of Eternal 
Justice as applicable to hurn;xn conduct and the results of human action, 
aucl, as a furtt~el- result, rn,ug7 inLii\,iduals seem unconsciously embarking 01;. 
tlie journey that must inevitably lead to tlestruction unless arrested, the 
real philosophj, and rationality of the subject need pointing out. 

If a swift ant1 sure destruction could be predicated of the voyagers on  
this Stygean sea, if painless death were immediLlte annit~ilation, further com- 
ment would be unnecessary, for that ~vould incleetl he an easy way of 
balancing accounts. But  Karma as the Law of I<etributi\.e Justice 
provides othe~.wise. The road through selfishness, cruelty, vice, and crime is 
long before one reaches the dividing line and plunges do1~11 tlie stec.1) 
descent. Step 1)). step " the Spirit7'-the Higher Self-stlives wit11 nlan, 
and when at last he has "sinned away the day of grace" and his conscience 
lias ceased to struggle against his animal self, a prey to Karma-Nemesis, 
every e\il  t l~ougtlt  and deed returning to him who sent it out, the dernc,~~s 
of his own creation seize upon liis soul and sloivlj. devour liim. !Man 
rises or falls by his o ~ v n  act. ?'his is often st'ited, but seldom logicall!. a])- 
piied. Karma is the necessary and invnl-i.\ble cvnilition of intiivi(lua1 
existence. Individual conscious esistence ~vithout action is inconceivable. 
'This action tends always in one of two directions. It is either consc~rlant 
with the Creative Will and Intelligence of Nature, or it runs counter to 
Nature and is personal and selfish. T h e  evil and selfish \ t r i l l  of man treat- 
ing a world of tiis own begetting, becomes himself the center of that world, 
T h u s  " good Karma" runs along nature's lines and is beneficent, while evil 
Karma is a debt due  unto nature for which she exacts the last firthing by 
the necessary conditions of the law of action. T h e  selfish and vicious are 
therefore at war with nature because they build to themselves, looliing to 
results, nrhile the unselfish, seeking n o  reward, but doing the good and 
following the right because it is rkht, presently destroy Karma altogether by 
at-one-ment with nature. 

" * * * Differentiated conscious existence is evolved out 
of the one current of  life which sets the evolutionary machine in motion." 
* * * this very current of life gradually gives rise to individual 
organisms as it proceeds on  its mission. Furthermore it begins to 
manifest what we call conscious life, and, when we come to man, we find 
that his conscious individuality is clearly and completely defined by the 
operation of this force. I n  producing this result, several subsidiary forces 
which are generated by the peculiar conditions of time, space, and environ- 
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ment co-operate with rhis one life. What is generally called Ka:-(zua Snl-ri-a 

is but the natural product of the action of these very forces that have 
operated to bring about this result. When once the plane of consciousness 
is re~ched  in the path of progress that includes thevolilntary action.; of man, 
it \\.ill be seen that those voluntary actions not only preserve the individual- 
ity of the Kiz~-a?zcz S~ZI-zi-a, but render it more and more definite, as, birth 
after birth, further progress is atraimed, and thus keep up  the continued 
existence of the Jlvu ns an individual monad. "-Notes by 'T. Siibba Row, 
p. 26-7. 

' * * I t  is only through a vehicle (Upadhi) of matter that 
consciousness wells up in us as ' I n / l z  I ' ,  a physical hasis being necessary to 
focus a ray of the Universal Mind at a certain stage of complexity."-S. D. 

Now these Upar!his, or vehicles in \vhich the one life focalizes and 
consciou,nes.; ~vells up, may be in one case tlie phvsical body, in another 
the astral body, and again i t  ma!. be the Kararza S(ZI-zi-a. I t  is in the last 
11~11ned that the kiiglier individuality of man exists. T o  illustrate these 
cT)u(lhzs and  their relations to the Logos and to each other, 11s. Su1)ba 
lio\v malie, use of the follon.iny. " Suppose, for instance, we compare 
the Logros itqelf to the sun ; suppose I take a clear n ~ i ~ r o r  in my hand, 
carc!i a refection of the sun, tnalie the rays reflect from the s~irf~xce of the 
nlirror-sa;,. upon a polished nletallic plate-and make the rays which are 
reflected in their turn froin the plate fa11 upon a tvall. Now we have three 
;m;lges, one being clearer than the other, and one being more resplendent 
than the other. I can compare the clear mirror to Karnna Sarzka ; the 
metallic yldte to the astral body ; and the wall to the physical 1,ody." (Ibid.) 

It lllust be remembered that it is the Light of the Logos that shines upon 
the clear mirror. The  Logos itself is unmanifested. We see not the Logos, 
but its manifested light. Furthermore, it is the same light that is mani- 
fested or reflected from the mirror, from the metallic plate, and from the 
wall. 'The increasing dulness or feebleness of the light is due solely to 
the character of the .reflecting surface, and not to any change in the light 
itself. 

Applying this illustratioii to [he complex and composite nature of 
man we find it has exceeding force. But first we must get a starting point 
in the nature of man, some point within the range of universal experience 
in order to mxke our subject practical and apprehensible. This basis is 
very clearly given in the quotation from the Secret Doctrine already made. 
Consciousness is the basis of all personality, and of all individual life. I t  
is thecontinuity of conscioi~sness in some form that constitutes the thread of 
esiste~lce running through all personalities. Whenever the Upadhi 
(Vehicle of matter) which directly receives the light of the Logos or divine 
ray, viz. the liltrrana Sa rka ,  has reached the plane of self-consciousness- 
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" I am 1''-it has then st'lrted on the line of evolution fiom which there 
is n o  escape, and all subsequen: experience along the evolutionary chain 
involves personal responsibility. 'I'he light of the Logos " welling u p  in us " 
having evoked individual self-consciousness, must eventually emerge again 
in its original source, bearin? with it the self-consciousness of its immediate 
vehicle, the higher ego, or ,it must finally separate from the vehicle and 
return alone. Contaminated and  degratled it can never be. No principle 
of Atavism can ever apply to it. Just here lies the great fallacy of the 
doctrine of  Metempsychosis. T h e  light of the Logos never evokes self- 
consciousness below the human plane, and having evoked it on that plane 
it can never be carried lower, or dragged down to the animal plane. 

Whenever man descends to the animal plane and loses his human 
birth-right, he does so at the sacrifice of his higher eyo, or the veh/i-Ze of 
self-consciousness. This descent is never a matter of accident or misfortune, 
but of consczbus zedZ. Nature is patient and beneficent. T h e  journe! is 
long and painful in either direction, because it concerns the progressive 
evolution of full and complete self-consciousness through the whole range 
of human experience, culminating in at-one-ment of individual conscious- 
ness with universal divine consciousness. This is the meaning of human 
life and the responsibility of self-consciousness, and never until man  has 
stifled the voice of the Higher Self, the divinity within him, by his own 
deliberate acts can he encounter this " second death ", or " sin against the 
Holy Ghost ". 

How, it may be asked, can man retain consciousness and suffer 
throughout his long descent, if he has alienated tile vehicle of consciousness, 
the A'arana Sarira? T h e  A7(z?-ana Sarzi-a being the immediate vehicle of 
the light of the Logos, consciousness is reflected from one vehicle ti, 
another, as shown in the illustration of the mirror, till it reaches even the 
physical body and manifests in its lowest form as physical sensation 
through the " body of desire " (Kama rupa). T h e  consciousness in these 
lower vehicles has never any permanency of its oi\n, and is only renewed 
and retained by continual ~ene\val from the primary vehicle. when, 
therefore, that becomes alienated and finally separated, it can no  longer 
be renewed. 

I t  may now be seen that the word " Soul ", as ordinarily used, has a. 

vague and very indefinite meaning, and it \vould be well that it should 
become entirely obsolete. Western people are, however, so unfamiliar 
with the philosophy lying back of all the world's great religions, not except- 
ing the Christian religion, that the word "soul " is likely still to be retained, 
together with all its confusion and obscurity. 

T o  all students of Eastern Metaphysics, and certainly this must include 
at least all members of the T. S., this term Karana Sarira, the vehicle that 
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directly receives the light of the Logos, a r d  in and through ~vhich self- 
consciousness " \\;ells up in us ", becomes a matter of great interest. Bearing 
in mind the seven-fold division of the coniposite human being, as given in tlie 
Kel. fo Ileosupll)~ and tlie Secret Doc/?-ine, it may be said that the Logos 
proper (unmanifested) corresponds to Binzalz. 'l'he Zzilit of the Logos- 
its immeciiate vehicle-correspoqds with Buddhi:  while those endo~ved 
~vitli self-consciousness in man at the dawn of 111s evolution receive the 
entIo\\nlent of Jhznas. T h e  " Higher Self" would be the Atman-Buddlji. 
Tile Higher Ego, Atma-13uddl-ii-nlanas. Here the use of the terms 
'. Self" and " Ego " has led to confusion in the mintls of students, though 
t iiis is unnecessary if they wi 11 carefully consider the Ilearings and relations 
of consciousness and its vehicle. K(zrlzncz Sa?-ira, then, is a generic term, 
meaning vehicle of' the immediate Iiglit of the Logos, or Attnan ; generic, 
t~ecause it may be eitlier separated from or conducted with manas, its nest 
vpliicle, arid tlhus be the basis of self-consciousness in man. Atrnan as 
related to man corresponds \vith Parabralim as related to Cosnlos ; Buddhi 
as related to man cc-brresponds to 3Iulaprakrita as related to Pc~rabrahnl, its 
" veil ", from which matter and force endowed with intelligence, hkas -  
Foliat-Mallat, emanate. 

It  may thus be seen that a substantial basis lies back of every n~ani -  
fes:ation in nature, and that what we term matter and force on every plane of 
nature are inseparable from intelligence, thus giving the raison d'efre of Law.  
I n  all manifestations of life it is the light of the Logos welling u p  in and 
manifesting through its vehicle or Upadhz; that constitutes the main-spring 
or fountain of life. 

On  everr  plane of nature where life takes form and consciousness mani- 
fests, such manifestation occurs through a vehicle. In  man these vehicles are 
sever'11 because his life is not confined to a single plane. These vehicles 
are related in concrete degrees, and \vhile the physical body is the lo~vest 
vehicle, the life force manifesting in each interpenetrates all. T h e  more 
compact or the grosser the physical body through its appetites and passions, 
the weaker the life current in all the other vehicles. In  other words, the Inore 
man lives on the animal plane, the less he manifests the human and the divine. 
r 7 I hese are self-evident propositions, axiomatic, drawn from common esperi- 
ence in every-day life. 

T h e  germ of self-consciousness residing in the Higher Ego pt-o- 
gre.ssively expands and unfolds with the varied experience of life. This 
germ furnishes the light o f  reason and the guiding principle of conscience. 
Each successive embodiment in matter furnishes its fund of esperience, and 
thus progressively unfolds llanas. Manas is thus the adjustment of es- 
perience to the laws and processes of Eternal Nature, the incomplete and 
imperfect personal Kingdom of man. 
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T h e  basis of consciousness i n .  m:~n is Mahat-cosmic intelligence- 
" welling up  in man " through its immediate vehicle, k'arana Sarira. T h e  
expansion and range of unfolding of consciousness in man occurs through 
Manas, the active aspect of consciousness ; while its passive aspect is con- 
science, the " Voice" of the higher self. Most persons get confused in 
regard to memory, the sfeps of man's progress, the details of his varied 
experience; arid these can never be fully retained even for a single day except 
as a precipitate or general result of experience. I n  this regard nothing is 
ever lost, o r  lived in vain. 

We may now deduce some idea of the ' -Soulv ,  or what is meant by 
the immortal part of man, and its pernan~ent possession by the lndividual 
or its final loss. T h e  problem turns on  the point of co?zsc2bz~sness, and its 
expansion through experience. The  battle ground is the central Sactor in 
man's composite life, viz. Manas : and by the Higher and the Lo\\.ei- l I , ~ n n s  
is meant the dzi-ecfion in which man's experience tends under guidance of 

his will. H e  may crown his life experience by leading it up through the 
higher manas till he anchors it in its immortal vehicle, A'aralra Sarira ,  and 
thus merge his life in the Higher Self; or he may lead it tlownward, 
toward the animal plane, till at a certain point 11e cuts the slender thread 
and thus alienates his Iligher Self, when his lower "vehicles ", drawn 
originally from the phj,aical and animal planes, gradually descend, con- 
sciousness slowly fading out, till at last tiis l~e ing  dissolves. This is tile 
': second deatli ". "Tis not thefuci of anniliilation, hut its horrible details, 
its blank despair, its terrible retribution, that appall us : the Karmic 
details of Eternal Justice, the opportunity and the rewards or penalties 
of Human Self-consciousness. No one need fear being tripped uncon- 
sciously into this "eighth Sphere " this hopeless doom. Neither is it to be 
incurred from impossible intellectual belief of irrational dogmas. It is as 
far removed from priestly anathema as is any Higher Self from an 
anathematizing priest. It is the penalty for all uncleanness ; for ~vilful 
sacrifice of all other interests to the animal self; arid finally, to the love of 
evil for its own sake. Many pitiable degraded human beings are on their 
way to  it, and yet not beyond hope. Hypnotism, Necromancy, and other 
forms o f "  black magic" lead directly towards it. One map be unconscious 
that such practices are black magic, but  n o  one can be unconscious of their 
own utter disregard of the righ:s and the best interests of others, and when 
they consciously and deliberately disregard these and seek an imagined 
good for themselves regardless of the pain and degradation of others, they 
should be reminded that sure destruction lies that way, by a law that has 
110 va~.iableness or shadow of turning, a l a w  that never forgets and never 
forgives till the last jot and tittle be  fi~lfilled. 'Tile materialism of the age 
tends in this direction, with its vivisectiotr and h!,i'notism, wit11 its selfish 
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haste to get rich, and its disregard of the great hungering, toiling, sufferir~g 
mass of humanity. And it is not the toiling millions that tend toward des- 
truction, but the selfish, favored, greedy few, whose broader iritelligence and 
larger opportunities serve only to increase the unhappiness of others now, 
and make sure their own destruct i~n.  hereafter. Step by step in future 
incarnations must these retrace their way : measure for measure will it be 
meted to then] again. Dante's Infirno, and Margrave and hlr. Hyde are no  
idle dreams of depraved imaginations, but tragedies of self-destruction, 
being enacted all around us by the intrinsic selfishness of man. 'The 
sacrifice o f  all to self leads inevitably to self destruction. E ~ A R I J .  

(To be coniinued.) 

.\ good deal ha:; been said in 'l'lieosophical 1iter;lture about the danger 
of  !,ussuing Yoga, praciice, sucli as 1.egulating the breathing, assuming cer- 
t ,~in im3t111.e~ of the boclj-, etc., a n d  several persons. not satisfieil wit11 
sinlp!e cleclarations by such wsiters as H. I-'. 13. that these pr<ictices are 
prejutlicial, have freqyentiy aslieJ fi)r reasons. Many of the reayons given 
in the P.\TH a n d  e1se:vhere 11avc been merely further declarations. I have 

instituted some experiments for the purpose of shotving what is the elfect. 
i f  any, upon the physical system of a certain sort of breathing us3d in Elatha 
Yoga practices, and desire to record one for the benefit of inquirers. 

T h e  perwns present were myself, a \veil-known physician whose name 
I can give, and the practitioner. T h e  pllpician first took the person's pulse 
for three minutes and found it to be running at 96 beats per minute, and 
then the experiment began with the practice with the following result : 

First minute. Pi~lse fell to 91 beats. 
Second minute. Pulse fell to 8 r beats. 
Third minute. Pulse remained at 81 beats. 
A delay of  five minutes then occurred, when the practice was begun 

again for six minutes, with the follo\ving result : 
First minute. Pulse running at 91 beats a minute. 
Second minute. Pulse fell to 86 beats. 
Third minute, Pulse remained at 86. 
Fourth minute, Pulse fell to 76. 
Fifth minute. Remained at 76. 
Sisth minute, Remained at 76. 

This  shows a reduction in the pulse action of 2 0  beats in 14 minutes. I t  
also shows that after the first three minutes the interlllission of five minutes 
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was not enough to enable the pulse to g c  back to 96 beats, at which it started. 
T h e  first three rninutes showed a fall of five beats in the first minute and 
ten in the next minute, making fifteen beats reduction for the three minutes. 

It  therefore appears that one of the accompaniments of this practice is 
a distinct effect upon the actioq of the heart, and as all the Hindu books 
invariably state that great caution s t~ould be used and that there are dan- 
gers, we can see here a very great danger found in an effect upon the heart's 
action, resulting in a reduction of pulse beats of twenty beats in fourteen 
mil~utes. 'Tile Hindu boo1;s to jvhich I have reSerred, and whictl are the 
only 1vor1;s thl-ough which inquirers have hearc1 allout these practices, also 
say that a guitie who is Sully acquainted with the su11)ec.t is necessary for 
each student, and that every one of these practices requires an antidote for 
its effects through other regulations tending to neutralize the I~acl physical 
effects. Students have been too anxious to try these experiments witliout 
paying any attention to the cautions given out, and I know of some ca-es 
in which, while ~vell remembering that the cautions had been uttered, persons 
have pursued these practices by themselves without assistance. I hope that 
the above record will not only justify the cautionary reaarks which have 
been so often made bv sincere Theosophical writers, but will also serve to 
warn off Theosopk~ical students from this dangerous ground. 

WILLI.AM Q. JUDGE. 

"Can Theosophy be taught to children" is the question to-day among 
those F. T. S. who feel the necessity ofgiving bread, not stones, to those lit- 
tle ones upon whom depends the future. 

It  cannot be done, reply some. Can children understand Sanscrit terms 
and the subtleties of Oriental metaphysics ? I3at Sansltrit terms and Oriental 
metaphysics are not Theosophy. Theosophy is a term signifying Truth, and 
Truth expresses itself in simple words and in any language. As'for the sub- 
tle prol~lems, they are not Truth, only the efforts of our darkened minds to 
build special spterns to take the place of Truth. 

Again, others say, "Do not teach the young a n ~ t h i n g  of religion; let 
them grow LIP free and choose for themselves." If Theosophy were a creed, 
a set form of opinions, 110 advanced thinlier ~vould favor i m p o s i ~ ~ g  its forms 
upon the !.clung. 

I t  is not a change of Setters, but liberation that they need. Now Theos- 
ophy is liberation, for it inducts us i ~ t o  the 1:noivletlgeof Universal Law; it 



presents to us  tlic' ~vorliing of tliis Universal I,a\\. on  every plane c3f 'hun~c~n 
expression of cosmic manifestation. It  is right thinking. Ac el-er!. step to- 
wartis tlii.; true 1;nonledge our F)rogress has beer1 impedeti 1)y wrong tliink- 
in:, false ideas of Sature, and tlie bat1 habits conseqaent upc~ti this wrong 
ti~inking. Shall the children be left t u b e  same fate, or shall they benefit b!~ 
our  experience ? \\'ere it a question of method in writing or arithmetic, there 
would not be a moment's hesitation; common sense would decide. 

C'hiltiren naturally accept 'I'ruth, for their thoughts are not yet crystal- 
lized in error. Truth alone satisfies them. When we give them our false no- 
tions, d o  not their questions often startle us into a realization of our false posi- 
tion.; Children are nearer Truth than their parents, imprisoned as these are in 
prejudice. But the tendency of the young mind is soon warpetl by the pro- 
cess o f  education. I n  the family, in the scliool, in the world, one s tu~)endous 
error distorts all ideas of life. It is the error of Separateness. Religion is di- 
vorced from science; God from practical life; time from eternity; each life 
is a fresh issue witliout a past, even if it 11e allowed a future; 1;nowledge is 
separated into isolated divisions, and, in spite of saggested improvements in 
this direction, few teachers ever find the thread which unites all 1inon.leclge 
into one qreat harmony. Thus  the child's world is marlied off into distinctly 
separate spheres totally unl-elated to each other, external to and essentially 
different from himself. I s  it any wonder that injustice, selfishness, and gross 
materialism grow out ~f such a contlition of thought? 

Into this chaos Theosophic teaching introduces UNITY. The picture 
persistently kept before the young mind is the Oneness of all things. O n e  
Being manifesting in myriad beings ; one life-fire sending forth countless 
flames of finite lives ; one eternity ~llanifesting in time ; one white light of 
universal co~lsciousness brealiing into prismatic rays of earth intelligence ; 
one soul-self radiating into numberless souls and selves. 

Ah ! but this is too difficult to  explain to children. 'Too difficult in 
appearance only ! T h e  teacher of the infant class in our Sunday School is 
astonished at the readiness with which the little ones grasp this idea of  One- 
ness. They have no  wrong thinking to correcl. 'Truth is written on  every 
page of Nature's boolr of life ; therefore the earnest teacher who realigs this 
truth of Unity will find illustrations nithout number. For example ; tlie 
seed evolving into stem, branches, leaves, flowers, and fruit ; the essential 
identity of ice, water, vapor, steam ; fire, every spark of which is a poten- 
tial fire ; the human body with all its complex and varied organs ; the story 
of the formation of the earth (that time when all was water); the correla- 
tion and interchangeability of heat, sound, light, electricity ;-these and 
numberless other facts may be made interesting pictures of Unity. 

Children are delighted to  find correspondences. Show the girls strug- 
gling with a problem that arithmetic, music, and song are one ; that hidden 



away in 2 and 2 rnalie 4 is LX stor!. t l~ar  Dc), Re, A l i  t1.y to tell us, a beailti- 
fill story in whicli tlie ~ ~ , , . ~ r l i l i l ~ ~  st:xrs, the many tintetl floiver petals, the sen, 
the \vin(l, ant1 tile ben~ing ot' onc's on.11 lieart sill: " \Te are one " ; ant1 fortli- 
with mental interest is an.nl<eneil, a ?!impse is caught of that world of Unity 
\vlierein the " de\vilrop :\nd tllc ,star slline sisteriy ". 

r 7 

I h e  Oneness of tliougllt for~nti in tlieman!- Scriptures of the ~vorld is 
alsso an cscelient 1es.011, te.~clling religious tole]-ance founded on mutual re- 
spect. 

plan t t~a i  norlis \\,ell n-it11 us is as t;,)llons : JVrite on a blacli-hoard 
soine Bil~le  text-sa! '&  'I'flt. (;olden 12ule"; then on slips of paper inscribe 
tests of like meaning from the fiinc!u, Cl~inese, I<t~iitiilist, Persian, etc. 
Distribute tlle slips and have each chiit1 the test his , l i l ~  y ivin,~ t11e boo]; 
it is taken fl-om, and con~parinz it with text on l)lacl;-l):~:~r~i. ' l ' l ~e  fi)ll(-)~v- 
ing Srindaj- the tests rr1:1!. 1)e nne~norized ancl recited at 1.011 call. 

T h c  idea of linity ~ l l o l ~ i d  1)e the basis of all instruction, for n.i:llout it 
Universal 13rolherllc)oti i.; 3 ruyt!l ant1 the co-operation incitlent to a liigt1 
true civili;:ation is im~)o;sil;ie. ,A !;no\vlecl,ye of Unity nil1 lead our y o u t h  to 
a real untierstallding of Vni\-ersal Law ; i t  \vil! l ~ r i ~ l g  harmony into the 
scilooi ant1 I);tni.;i~ tl~enc; tliat. 1n.iss of tecl~iiicaiities fo r~ot ten  ns soon a. 

lcnr~ied, and tint leave tilit 1nini~1 untleve1opec.l a~lcl \venl;ened. 
0 1 1  a l~iglier 1)l:unit tili.; sri1)lirnz ide:t of OUC~ZCSS teaclles the gospel of' 

Strengtll, [or it she\:-s t l l ~  God \\.ltiiin? the I-ligller Self; thus our cliil- 
dye11 will 1001; \\.ithill self for the ligiit \vhicii qiides, tllc way which lencls io 

the Universal Soul. If 'I'hcosopl~y 1)resenteci this one truth aild n o  more, 
it \voulct be \yell n.ortli the sticrifice o f  an hour- or so a weel; to put hefore the 
eyes of the child-mind this beautiful picture, to give t l ie~n this clue that nil1 
lead them through the nltlze of their daily lessons in separateness. Bat 
Theosoplly has still other wisdom of a most practical kind. 

'I'he la\v ~f cause and effect, the inexorable Karmic Ia\v " As ye sc-I\\. 
so shall ye reap "; action and re-action. Karma rules the Theosol)hic sctlool. 
All its methods and processes should be in harmony with the I<arnnic law. 
I n  t l i~s  way personality, re\vartl and punishment born of caprice and a1n.aj.s 
personal, ~vill disappear. An enlightened mind of the consequence of 
action, of tile pan-er a.nd function of true will, of the purpose of life, of the 
destiny of the ego, will be the result. 

Another thought to impress upon the plastic mind of youth is the su- 
premacy of the ~vorld of ideas over the \vorld of matter. If the children are 
directed how to work out the history of the objects around them, c)f the 
furniture, of their clothes, of the buildings, of all the material of a great 
city, of the entire social fabric, they will see that it is the idea which is the real 
and the enduring. When this fact has been grasped, let them go a step 
beyond, where they will find than the flower-gemmed field, the forest-girt 
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mountains, tlie streanis, tlie ocean, the linlit~ess star-studded space are the 
expressiol~ of Jivine ideas. 

Let tliem note tlie difference in energy bet~veen ice and steam, let 
them reflect upon the life-iorce of tlie silent sunbeam, and they \\.ill soon 
learn that inlierent energy increases ad sblidity decreases. I t  will be a life 
l e s s ~ n .  

;i11(l no\\. upon the broad t~ase of Unity nre have builded of Karnlic 
action and Thought Fol.ce a fitting scl~ool  temple wherein humanity may 
fin11 T'ruth and study her secrets : but we need a dome to crown the whole. 
Let tliat dome be Universal Rhythm: t t ~ ~ t  Kosmic har~nony  directing ever): 
n ~ o \ ~ c m e n t  of atom and orb ; the :]-eat 13reath syrn1)olized in lire and death, 
sleepills ant1 waking, the rise and deca!. of nations and races, the pulse c)f 
our )if<. As lilie begets lil,c, so tlic: collteinplation of tliat all-governing 
harn~ony  ~vill prodr~ce ha~-mon!- in the Iilniteil ; harmon!. of filcultieh and 
forces tile tiiought expressing itself spon~aneoi~sl j .  in act ; I-larmc)ny of a s ~ ~ i -  
ration :t?ii! conclition, ~vl~erl  to \\.ill is to be. 

Tile ' I ' l ie i ls~i~l i i~al  Society has before i t  the great nror?; of cliangil~g 
pul~iic o~)inicin in regarc1 to education. \Ire iilr~st preach by esam1:le as 
we:l as b y  ~~recep t .  An 110:1r or so a week is very littie to give to the cliil- 
d!en.  hut it is a beg-inning-. >la!, it be the seed of ,z niigt~ty tree ! \i70rl; 
anti trust ; the sunrise cornes. ~ I A R I E  A. J~;I'AI~sEI, F. 7'. S. 

A VOI,KS LEGEND. 

Anlong the solemn fore(;ts that fringe the chill waters of Baltic seas, 
this legend has bzen told anlong the peasants for centuries. 

T l ~ e l e  was once a great Z3ishop tvho rocie on his white palfrey at the 
head of his retinne, on his itray to the court of the King. One hand stoutly 
clrried his cClrved crosier of oak, the other held his jen~elled reins ; he 
mubed noiil upon the Courts of IIeaven and now upon Courts of earthly 
splenclor. Bshind him, i n  tlie respectful silence due to the revery of the 
Lorci of the Church, his onrn small court followed sloivly. 

All at once the stillneys was sharply broken ; shrill, sweet streams of 
laughter, flute notes, and then a bubbling song gushed out upon the air as 
i f  from some hidden fount of joy. A song SO madly gay, so softly, so be- 
witctiingly merry, so innocent and pure, yet s o  contagious in its mirth that 
the very hol-ses curvetted and caracalled, n~t~i ls t  rude Inen at arms, pages, 
nobles, acolytcs even, beat time and swung to and fro in the saddle. T h e  
Bishop forgot his reveries ; he smiled, then laughed aloud as he listened, 



T h e  child-like, i~ifectiolis mer~iment  of laughtel- and song blended with the 
plash and triclile of some unseen cascade. Liquid notes, purling notes ; 
voices of tlie wind up011 the tense branches of slender white Ijirches ; voice of 

flute and \vater loice ancl human voice together, fiiled all the woods wit11 a 
cacienced merriment, with the fiiZ1, the ripe cieligtit of harmony. 

" 1\7110 lives a11d I<IIo\\.s ~ ~ o u g l l t  of Life's saclness? IVkio, in this world 
below, has  tasted bliss so 1)erfect that the very soul of him pours forth in 
pure gladness ? " quotli the 13istlop. "I must see and congratulate this singer. " 
Turning his steed, he l~ushecl into the \foods, folloiving the airy trail of 
song to find the \vonderful, light-hearted mugician. Soon-too soon, 
alas !-he came to a cascade falling into a beryl-bro\vn pool, where sat a 
young Triille, a water sprite, brown of eye and limb as the pool itself, play- 
ing upon his pipe of reeds and singing. Every forest creature leit its lair to 
hear him. ?'he ptarmigan nestled near in the moss ; the slim cleel- looked 
on  with friendly, pathetic eyes; the innumerable snlall lives of fen and fern 
and solitude, even the fish in the water, the motes in the sunbeam, paused, 
drawn by those compelling notes of gladness. 

" How now, how now, thou naughty nature-spirit ! " called the Bishop, 
frowning ; ' (  how darest thou thus to sing ? " 

The  merry Trijlle twinkled his shy brown eyes, laughed and cut a caper, 
then blew such notes upon his flute as set every foot to tapping and every spur 
to jingling. 

" Why should I not sing, my Lord ? " smiled he ; " I who am born to 
gladness as the water mists are born to rise." 

" They rise, to fall again. Thou, born to gladness : thou? " spafie the 
Church's Lorcl in scorn. " Thou art born to nought ; thou art born to bit- 
terness, to tlie frosts of death eternal. For, marl; it well, thou ~vitcll's son, 
thou hast no  soul." 

" What is that, to have n o  soul ? " aslied the Triille, ~vistfully. 
" I t  means that H e  who nlade the world and His  Sweet Son who diet1 

for it have no  place for such as thee, in all the great hereafter. IlThen the 
soulless die, for them is no salvation; they die eternally. 'They pass a5 
the shadows on the bracken, as the hoar frost from tlie roclis." 

T h e  Trolle shivered. " I ? '1'0 die forever '? Say not so, my Lord," and 
his voice trembled, but not for gladness. H e  lifted beseeching hands ; liii 
flute fell into the water. " We ofthe forest see the broad swathe Death cuts 
at fall of the leaf and in the bleak black winter, but in the springtide we see 
also the renewal of Life. Thou art wise in these thing.;, great Lord, and ~f 
I sang my best to-day, it was to cheer thy journey through the syltan silences 
Tell me  not that I must die, that I must pass forever into leaf and mould 
and chill crawling things, with never a hope of return to the blithe sunshine, 

the jovial pipes, and saucy sparkling waters. Has  not H e  whom I know 
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not, but n.hom thou Ii~lowest, a piace for such as I in all the future fields of 
Life :' " I-Ie bent his knee before the Bishop, looliing up with entreating 
fawn-lilie e>.ei, startled, widening with their first pain, clouding with the 
mists of miser!.. 

T h e  austere Bishop raised his great oaken staff in air. " I tell thee, 
Triille, .;ooner shall this, my dead and carven staff, 11urst forth into bud and 
bloom hefore mine eyes, than that the soulless, such as thou, shall be saved. 
For thee is no saivation, no miracle." 

The  'J'r;i!le fell upon his Face at the palfrey's feet, weeping bitterly. 
'I'ile Eisliop turned and rode away, his staff following. A shade fell upon 
tlie forest ; a shutidering breeze ran through it ; loivering 1001;s and mut- 
t e r ing~  ran from rider to ricler, :tnd \ver-e echoed by Heaven's low thunder, 
while ever through t l ~ c  ti)rcst \\.aile~i notes of' 1)ain anti dis~iair. 

Yet still the 13is\lop r(,(ie m-c l~e iy  011, s:tik in a llea\.en o f  his own mal;- 
in:, ~vliich escln!led llim nut. Slo\~l!. a spit>. fi-agrance stole upon his 
sel;ses, a pcrfi~lne as of celestial flowers. F-Ie pinnged his sexrcliing eyes 
among the rno~ses ; he iiftcd them to rocl;~ aiid cedars ; he scanned tile air.. 
and lo ! his staff liad 1)urst into white and crimson bloom. Shot through 
witii li\.ing, radiant light, its blossoms shed I-leaven's 0 1 ~ 1 1  dew upon him : 
they 11ad 3 nlute but nligllty voice, anti sniote his heart as never flon.ers smote 
liuman heart hefore. Springing from the saddle, he knelt before that crc,ss 
miraculous, his awe-stricken retinue kneeling with him. Then, mounting, 
he spurred 1)acii into the forest depths where the voice of grief still com- 
plained beside the p1aintit.e waters. Bereft of all his n~oodland friends, who 
fled from llim as from a human thing, the T1-iille wept alone. 

" Hear now, oh Sprite ! " the Bishop cried : " Behold a miracle ;vrought 
for thy coiiifb~.ting and for my rcbulcing. The  dead has come to life ; the 
staff has blossometl." I-rle held it high ; it shed its holy balm upon the 
poor sprite's heart. " Thou mayst yet be saved. Thou  mays't yet have a 
soui. Sing thy blithe song again." 

T h e  'I'riille scattered tlie tears from his eyes. "I sliall never sing it 
niore" , he said, laj~ing his tremulous hands upon his heart. " I have now 
a soul ; I feel it wittiin me, weak yet heavy, like a new-born thing. And I 
l<no\\., oli Lord of tlie Church, that the High Soul descends upon all Nature, 
and that its fir.qt baptism is sorrow. Woe is me for my fol-est life ; to be 
hunlan is to suffer." 

" And to suffer is to conquer ", said the Bishop very humbly. " 'l'ake 
u p  the cross of the soul arid follow me." J. CAJIPBELL VEIIPLAR'CI;. 



THE PATH. 

KARAIA ,AS JUCGI' ,  GCIDE, AKD REITTARDEI<. 

111 the h-e~r fo (l 'hcosoj~h~~, o n  page 161, tlie au:hor uses a phrase 
n.hic11 has been objected to on the ground that a strict construction of it 
overthrows the nl~c-lle dctctl-ine of Icarma. T h e  words referred to  a n d  the 
contiguous sentence are  : 

" O c r  philosophy teaches that ]<a]-mic punishn~ent  reaches the Ego 
only in its next incarnation. After death it rZici7/cs o;lz/y the' rewrz~rz! fqr  fhe  
zr~z~~zer i ted  s z ! f e r i ? l ~ ~ s  ~ ? ? z ( ~ ~ L Y E ~ E '  ciz~~illg i l s  f a s t  i l l  ca)*lztr tion. '' 

T h e  italicised portion is the part objected to, and the objection saised 
is that, if all that happens t o  us so happens because it is our  I<:~rnla, tllen it 
cannot be unnzevz'ted : hence, either the statement is incorrect or. Karma  is 
not  the law of justice, bu t  there must be  some other one governing man and 
the vicissitudes of his life. 

Let us g o  fur!her down the same page and see if some  sentences in 
the same paragraph d o  no t  bear upon t11e meaning of the autlior. She 
says : " If it may  be said that there is not  a n~ct l ta l  or physical suffering 
in the life of a mortal which is not the direct fruit and consequence of some 
sin in a previous esistence ; o n  the other hand, since lie dc;es nc~t  llseserve 
the slightest recollection of it in his actual life and  feels llirnself not  ileserv- 
ing  of such punishment, and  tlierefore fhlizks 11e suffers for n o  guilt cif his 
OTVII, this alone is sufficient to entitle the human soul to ttie fullest 
cc~nsolatlon, rest, anti bliss in his post-r?lol-fent esistence. Death comes to 
our  spiritual selves ever as a deliverer and  fsiend." 

All students of theosophy l<no~vn  to m e  belie1.e that Karma  is the great 
governing law, that all suffering and reward come fi-om and through 
Karma ; and, as I understand from the pnblisl~ed and u~ip~ibl is l ied  views of 

H. P. B!avatsl;y, she holds the same opinion. Therefore, such being the 
case, what me have to enquire into is the meaning intended to 11e con- 
veyed by the passages cited. There is no  doubt whatever that tlie autlior 
of the Key agrees, except perhaps about hell, with the  Buddhist priest 
who, writing several years ago in the Theosophist 1 upon this suhject, said : 

6 c  In this light Karma may be defined as  * * that irresistible force which 
drags  the criminal into the hell fire amidst his loud lamentations, the po~verful 
hand that rescues the wretch from the merciless hands of the infernal angels 

takes him to a happier place for the amelioration of his miserable con- 
dition, or  the heavenly angel who bt.ars away ,  a s  it were ,  t h ~ ~  e~zrnjtzcrerz! 
s o f ~ Z  to  t he  bZissJaZ abodes above and takes it back after a very long course of 
heavenlyenjoyments to this world, or  to hell itself, paying little or  no attention 
to the sorrowful tales of the reluctant soul." 

1 Vol. 1 Theosophist, p. 199. 
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Construizg together the sentences in the paragraph from the X -  io 
Theosop/2117 we find that she says, in effect, in the later s:ntences on  the 
s:ime page, that all suffering is the direct fruit and consequence of some sin 
c o n ~ n ~ i t t e d  in a previous existence, but that as the persolzizliiy in tile life 
1v11en the suffering comes 113s n o  recollection of the cause which brought it 
about, the punishment is felt  by  hat personality to be undeser\ed, and 
anotiier cause is thus set up wliicti has its action in the post lnorte??~ condi- 
tion. The dit'iiculty raised by the objection put is that the whole matter has 
been made ol)jective, and Karma has been looked upon as a material or 
objective law, and the post ?)zo?-tenz state placed in the same category. T h e  
true Ego neither suffers nor enjoys, and is not bound zt any time 1)y Karma ; 
but as Bezlnchan is a subjective condition in 1~11ic11 tlie E g o  therein creates 
for itself out of its omrn tlicugl~ts the surroundings fit for it, so we m.ly say, 

\t.ithout at all interfering wit21 our conceptions of T<arma, that after deat11 
this Ego reccivcs the re\varrl for the ~ u f F ~ r i n ~ s  wliicil 11 //1021;7h/ were cn- 
1nt.ritel1 in t l ~ e  life just cluitteci. Tile word ' $  unrnc~.itecl " as written in IlXe 
11:-1~ is not t o  1)e const:.llecl a.; 1)eing used by any T\;ari~~ic pon.er, 1)ut  a.; tlie 
cc ) ~ ~ c e ~ ) t i o n  f, 1:-nlecl I)!- t l ~ e  I < ~ I ,  c1111.ing life of the ~)~.oprict!- or i~nprop~-icty 
of ~ v l ~ n t c ~ . e r  suffering may 1ial.e 1)ecn then endured. 

1;0r, as we llave seen i n  ot t~er  s t ~ ~ d i e s ,  Devachan-the pns/ ?)zoip/tl//l ~tatc: 
~incier considerntion-is a conditio~l ~vhereiri no  o1)jective ex1)ericnces are 
nridergone b!. the Ego, hut in ~ 1 1 i c h  the thoughts of a cert~lin sort hat1 dur- 
ing life act i l l  producing about it, or rather within its sphere, the l)li.;si'ril 
subjective experiences necess~ry for the resting of the soul. Helice il"  hen 
in the tno~-tal frame it con.;idered itself unjiistiy treatec-l b!. fate or nature, it 
set up then and there the causes for 1)ringing at)out a so-called reward for 
the suffering which to it seemed unmer~ted, just so soon as i t  would be 
released from the bod!. and the causes be able to act in the only place or 
state ~vhicli mill permit their action. 

This blissful state. as int i rnatd in the quotation made from the Theoso- 
phist, is Karmic reward in the plane of Devachan. T h e  " Karmic puni.11- 
ment"  referred to in the Key is not the opposite of this, but is the opposite 
of Karmic reward acting on tlie plane of objective earth life. For the 
opposite of devachanic reward or bliss must be on a similar pla~le, such as 
the " hell " spoken of 11y the Buddhist priest, or i4vitcl~i. If these 
distinctions are clearly borne in mind, there cannot be much dificulty 
with any of these questions. 

e 

T o  me K,arma is n )t only judge, i t  is also friend and deliverer. I t  is 
es.;entially jujt. T h e  conditions are laid down. If I comply, the result 
inevitably folio\-;s. I t  is my fi-iend because it will, just as inevitably as life 
and death, give me a rest in dev,xchan where the tired soul nrhicli needs 
recuperation as well as the body will find what is best for i t .  And a tilere 
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phrase like ' *  unmeritetl suffering " illvented by me in my ignorance here 
upon earth will be one of the factors used by this very Karma to bring 
about my peace and joy, albeit that still again inexorable l<arma awaits 
me at the threshold of Devachan to mete out in my next appearance upon 
this terrestrial st<lge nl!. just deserts. And thus on  and ever on and 
upward we shall l)e led from life to life and stage to stage, until at last the 
cdnvictiun 113s llecome an inherent portion of our being that Karma is not 
only juat but rnelcir~ll. A STUDENT. 

X fen7 facts may be useful to stinlulate and interest bj. wa! of chl.unicle. 
'l'lie 'I'heosopt~ic~ll Society entered on its sixteenth ),ear in Novetnber, I Syc. 
It nras fc)unded ivitt~out cash, it has worked in every quarter of the wor-lcl, 
bj- its efforts the tl~oright of' the day has been aflected in both East and 
West, all in the fBce of '  ridicule, \vithuut capital, and ~vi th  but small contri- 
butions in its first ten !.ears. IIow, then, t ~ a s  it been run, and who  pays? 
It has been run on fhith, and the few have paid wliile the many have bene- 
fitted. Those Ieiv never 11eg1-uclged the rnone!., deeming it a ciuty to sperid 
and be spent in a great ancl noble effo~t.  13nt now that we have passed tile 
fifteenth inilestone a t ~ t l  entered 011 tile (1an.n preceJing another important 
era in our history, i t  is surely t ime that Illore liberal contrit~utions by tllose 
who 11aI.e means stiould bc made, and tliat those w11o can each spare a small 
sum, 1)ut hitherto have spent all on self or family, shoulcl clonatc-. that infin- 
itesimal a~nlount to eriabie the seed so carefiilly and p.linfiilly sown to be 
tended and made to yield a harvest. 

I<very metnl)er linon.~, or ougtit to know. that in the office o f  the Generai 
Secretary an enorlnous quantity ( 7 f  work is clone. Ni.)t mere forrn'11 ofiicial 
wor1;-for of that there is a miuimutu-but goi-~d, honest, painsti11;ing 1vo1-I; 
in attending to the 11eed.s of the whole body and of each and every rne1nl)er 
who indicates a v a n t .  'Tracts by the hundred ttiousand so\\;n over thrt 
]and. Who paid? A few earnest men and women in money or ~ o r l i .  
\!oultl our general treasury have permitted this? Every nlontll a carefully 
IlreI)ared copy of' the I;;,l-un~ is sent each member, ant1 a carefully ~vri t te~l  
article :o each LZrancti. 'I'he printing of these, some S 2 7  per mont'r~, was paict 
for by the treasury. Who paid for the labor, the intellect, the hire, the 
interest, the s!-nlpathy of the editor and assistants? No one 1)ut tiilnself: 
And yet he, too, paid ont largelj- in cash for the privilege of worliing in a 
no t~]e  cause. Every day occupied from nine o'clocli to four in receivi~lg, 
reading, anti answering with case and theosopliic interest the numerous 



1891.1 HOLY T H E  SOClETU IS RUN. 377 
-- -- - - - - - -- - -- - -- - - - - - - - -- -- -- - - - - - -- -- - . - 

letters fro111 mem1,ers and encluirers. IVho paid ? No one; it was free. 
\\'hen. then, did the fir-unz have the needful n~ental  attention .; At night, 
w11erl the liarct norl; of the day was over. For ~vtlat profit? For no  
\~orliily profit, but at a loss of pleasures of the theatre, the nlusic llall, the 
favorite stud!., while careless members in every corner almost hesitated to 
pay their dues. \ 

Has the Society a complete record of its nurnerous members, of when 
and where admitted, and by whom endorsed? Yes, accurate in every par- 
ticular. IVho did i t ?  T h e  same persons in the same day's work. Who 
paid? Ko one, not even the treasury. *411d yet, indeed, some captious 
persons n.ould even berate these unfortunate slaves of theosopliy fbr an occa- 
sional whiff of the fragrant ~veeti-their only dissipation. Ttlrrs the worl; 
goes on from day to day and \yeel.; to weel;, no matter \vlictt~er the men1bt:rs 
pay or not, and also in t l ~ e  face of many annovances caused by the failure 
of Branch officials to reacl or fc~llo\v the rules. B u t  there is still other \\ark 
done for the cause. ,Itany persons talked ~vith about theosophj-, many 
articles written for the papers so that the name of theosophy may  be made 
more \viLlel~. l;no\vn. \irtien is that done, ant1 \vh(s pays? I J I  h e  evening, 
and it produces no  pa),. 

Is pay desired, is i t  riglit to asli for it, is it the object of this to gl-unll)le 
at so much outla!.? Not at all. But members ought to  know these f ~ t s  
so that they may under,,tand that a few persons in fact furnish the monej- 
for the very large e?cp:nsl.s o f  the Society. This ought not to be so. One 
great reason wliy it should not be is that, when the necessary money is 
given b! but a few, tlie resulting special karmic benefit flows to and follo\vs 
a$'tel. tlloje few persons, whereas if the whole Sc~ciety gave the means, not 
only greater n~orlr \vould be done, but also to every member ~ ~ o u l d  be re- 
corded in the great karmic ledger tlie credit for such acts. 

And just now there are great opportunities arising. The  American 
Section should have in its special pa): a number of learned men-they are 
ca1le:t patidits-in Iutlia for the purpose of sending translations to us for 
general use and tlie education of  the people in respect to what has been and 
is being done in the great cause: of philosophy in Eastern lands. l ' he  
present state of the general treasury will not permit of this now, although 
the amount of money per month needed for the object is not very large. 
IVe have in India from the efforts of Col. Olcott a library which ~vill one  
day be a great institution. We ought to have the staff of pandits there too, 
fi)r the especial use of this Section, It remains to be seen whether we shall 
be able to accomplish this. There is no reason \vhy we should not. Other 
s xieties are able to get the money fol all sorts of purposes, such, for instance, 
a s  paying the salaries of useless missionaries to people who cannot be con- 
verted and are better unconverted. And we need also theosophical apostles. 
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Turn now to Lc~ndon. There \ve see that 1)y the noble sacrifices of 
the few there is a lieadquarters, a real building, in which the work is carr~ed 
on unceasingly. How coul(l they ever have gotten a house i f  Mrs. Annie 
Besant had not given one to tllenl, and how could they ever have produced 
the Illass of literature given out by 13. P. Blavatsky for our benefit if the 
Society ha(! depended upon paid work for the procurement of i t ?  See how 
nluch the English government and tile colleges pay for the work of such 
men as l I , ~ s  Aluller and otl~ess, wliic\i, although it is good work in its ivay 
and lias been going on for man! years, has niaile no  sensible change in the 
people by its weak and wavering impact upon their minds. Yet in fifteen 
short years the efforts of H.  P. ISlavatsl;y, Col. Olcott, and others have 
made the entire world look with longing and respect and hope to the vast 
stores left to us by the ancient philosophers of the East. A l n i l  ail of this 
by the few for no pay and for no  honor, and in the fice of calumn!. and 
scorn from the world at: large. 

Is it not the dutjl of every member of the Society to now, i f  never 
before, give ivliat he can in time, nloney, and  effort for the pusl~ing on the 
worli so well begun ? 

;2 few practical worcls. There i y  hardly a man or n.oman in the Society 
w h o  is not alile to spare i l l  the course of the year at l e x t  five dollars. I t  
may be saved by men i11 n hundred different \vaj7s, and  by \von~rn in ways 
tile!. liiiow. 'I'ile rtccunlulatio~~ of these small sunls would in tlie end 1)e 
enougl~  to can.? on the  vasious old 1)lans so long in use, and for1va1.d others 
just f~)l.n~ulated and to be n ~ a d e  in the Suture. A n d  such contributions 
given to a, cause that has no dogma, no creed to enfol.ce, no particular set 
of bishops a11c-l ministers to feeti arid pamper, would carry wit11 them a force 
and energ!, :seat enough to rnake the name of theosophy ltnown to every 
human 1)eitig in the world, and at last to bring about the realization of t l ~ e  
first object of the Society-the brotherhood of man-among men, ~vllicli 
now sadly enough resides above, in the ideal, in the field of the stars. 

W I L ~ . I A ~ I  (2. JuL)(;E. 

BY F. T. S. 

These notes are not technical studies of forms of speech, but simpl!. 
attempts to discover the true meaning underlying the words o f  the Upani- 
shads. These ancient \\ orlcs are full of food for reflection ; they should be 
studied with a view of' finding the inner meaning, and n-itl~out being influ- 
enced by the iact that they are cast in a form which is strange to us. This 
caution is especially needtill in the case of Hindu boolis, because the Indian 
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is fonil of espressing himself in  a form totally different from that of his ITest- 
ern t~rother.  

I n  I S S ~  I made  a few references in these pages to  the171u~zu'nha LPmzi- 
shtz~l, which is often known as the one which shaves off error so  that the truth 
ma! shine or be apparent, and  shall now proceed a little further in  the same 
direction. Th i s  Upanishad is divided into chapters or  sections which are 
c~llecl " mundalcas " and " Bhandas," the last being the smaller divisions in- 
cluded in the former : a '' lchanda " would therefore be  something like our  
" section". 

T h u s  we have : 
FIRST 3IUKDAKX, SECOKn KHAKDX. 

I .  This is the truth : the sacrificial \vorks which they saw in the hymns 
of the Veda have been pcrfol-mecl in many \vays in the Tret2 age. Practise 
them diligently, ye lovers of truth ; this is your path that leads to the ~ o r l t i  
of good \vorks." 

FI-onn the firpt \.erse to the end of the sistli there are statements ant1 de- 
- c r i p t i o ~ i ~  ~ c l ~ l t i n g  10 the flames frdm the sacrifice a n d  about  tile effect, o f  
s.ood Ivorlts, e r l d i ~ ~ g  \ v i ~ l l  these ~vorcls : 

+ '  '1'11is is thy holy 1;rni:ma I\-orltl--swarg:t-gained by thy  goocl ~ ~ o r k s . "  

;ill of tlie,e me,xn to  inculcate t h ~ t  .SWrlYgU or heaven will t ~ e  gc~incltl b ~ .  
gs )o,i \ V O I . ~ S ,  \\.liich are here also calletl sacrifices or  the attentive iollo\villg 
o f  the 13rahmaiiical law. 130th ill tile fifth and sixth verses heaven or  de- 
\.aclian is reiesred to, in the one  as the place "where the one  lorcl of tllc 
cleva~ d\vells", a n d  in  the other as  " s\~arga".  Indra  is " the one  lorcl of the 
devas", and his place, kno\vn as " Indra  loka ", is devxchan or the la1li1 of 
the gods. 

Indra's Ileayen is not eternal. 'I'he only loka admitted by the I I indu  
sacred boolis to be nondestructible is '' Gololca " or  the place of Iirishna. 
Those  \ ~ h o  go to dev'ichan have to emerge fro111 that state when the en- 
ergies that tool; them there are exhausted, I n  the Bhagavad Gita this is thus 
put ; "When  the reward is exhausted nfter having divelt in the heaveil of 
Indra for years or  ̂ infinite number,  they return to  the world of mortals ". 
I3ut even if one  should become Indra  himself, who is the regent of tllis 
sphere, the reward would not be eternal, for the reason that Indra as a power 
comes to a n  end at the close of the manvantara.  T h e  Khanda under  con- 
sideration touclies up011 the transitory nature of the reward for good nrorks 
without Iinowledge in the seventh and other verses : 

7. But frail indeed are  these boats, the sacrifices, the eighteen, in which 
this lower ceremonial has been told. Fools who praise this as the highest 
good are subject again and again to old age and death. 

S. Fools dwell in darkness, wise in their own conceit and puffed up with 
a vain knon~leclge, go  round and round, staggering to ant1 fro, like blind men 
led by the blind. 
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9. Children when they have long livetl in ignorance consider the~nselves 

happy. Because those who tlepend on their good \vorl:s are improviclent, 
owing to their  passions, they fall ancl become miserable when their life in the 
worlcl which they have gained by their good works is finished. 

The  fall spoken of in tliese and also in the tenth is the death in devachan 
and rebirth into this liie. I3otl: life here and life in devachan are illusionarj,, 
and l~ence there is a continual rise and fail, fall and rlse, from the one to 
tile other until the tirue arrives when the man, by adding knowledge to good 
\vorl;<, is able to mouut :~bove tlie illusion and prevent himself from being 
tlr:t\v~i into tile gulf of cleatti i n  either this ~vorlil or the \vosld of the devas. 
It nlilst follo\\7fiom t,his that such a perfected maIi ma!-, while li\.ing among 
men, have the experiences of devachan, if thzit be liis ivish ; in Ili~dclha's 
life it is said that lie entered nirvana and carried on his niishion upon eartli 
afterlvards. 

Verse I I ,  referring tc, those hermits called Sannyasis who have lefi all 
concerns of this world behind, has tl~i.; significant sentence : 

" (those) depart free frorn p~ssion,  through the sun, to  where tliat im- 
mortal person dwells ~vhose nature is imperishable ". 

I am very much inclined to read this as meaning that even in their case 
what might be call abiol i~te  immortality i.; not gained. 

The  Hindu philosophy is full of fine distinctions, and, indeed, so is 
occultism. To say that " they go to that place where the highest person 
dwells" is not the same as saying they become that person himself. I n  the 
Bhagavad-Gita Krishna says that only a celtain sort of devotion causes the 
devotee to  become the highest person, or, to put it in other words, to be ab- 
sorbed in the highest. I11 tile present case the Sannyasi goes to the place but 
does not become that kiigllest person. And in saying "absolute immortality" 
I have in view the inlillense periods of time covered by the cycles of [he  
I-Iindus, which are so long that they seem the same as eternity to us, ancl 
are often construed to have that meaning, giving to the term a shorter or 
lesser significance than we give it. This can be noticed in the sentence 
quoted from the Bhagavad Gita in the use of the word "infinite ", as there 
i t  does not mean never-ending, but only a n  enormous period of time, so im- 
mense that the human mind is not able to conceive it and therefore has to 
call it eternal. T h e  "departure through the sun  " is a reference to that part 
of the hidden-teachings of the Hindu initiates which deals with the practical 
lnrt of yoga, the ways and means for developing the higher powers and facul- 
ties, all of which are governed and affected by certain forces and centres of force 
in the system of\rhich this globe is a part. Even this has its counterpart in the 
Bllagavad Gita in that chapter where it  is said that the devotee who dies when 
the suri is in its nortkiern course goes a\r7ay never to return, and that the one 
who dies n.llen the moon is waxing goes but to return again, ending with the 
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statement that these t ~ o  ways of white and blacli are eternall!. decreed in 
this world. 'I'his has been comnlented on by Europeans as being nonsense, 
but when we knon. that reference is meant to be  macie.to the eternal unity of 
the great tides in human a1'fair.s and the acijustn~ent of all things to universal 
laws, it does not 5eem so foolish. Of course if it be taken to apply to all 
men indiscriminately, then it whuld be the tall; of children ; but it is well 
known to all those who have had a giirrlmer of the inner meaning of these 
holy books that the pel-sons who come under the influence of this law in 
the manner above given are o n l y  thos:, devotees w11o follow the practices 
enjoinecl and t h ~ i s  bring into oper:ltion upon tliemselves different forces from 
those that beas upon the ordinarjr man. 

In  the next verse directions are siven for finding the truth as : 

12. Let a Brahmana 'after he  has e ~ a m i n e d  all these worlds which are  
gained by works acquire freetiom fro111 all desires. Nothing that is eternal 
(or not macie) can be gainecl by  that which is not eternal (or made). Let him 
in  order to understand this take fuel in his hands and apl~roach a guru who 
is learned and divells entirely i n  Brahman, 
and that teacher tells the truth to him. 

Iverse 13 ends this khantla leading to the second hlundaka wherein the 
truth about these matters is to  be found. 

AN ACROSTIC. 

Dedicated to H. P. R., by R. A. Can@bel'L: F. T. S. 

However clear our intellects, 
Pure though our aspirations are, 
Eeside our souls the truth will shine 
Like noon-clay sun beside a star, 
And whei1 the inner realins of life- 
Vacuity to outward eyes- 
-4re studied, seen, and fairly known, 
The  inner truth still onrvard lies. 
Seek then the living truth to know; 
Keep ill the path; go sure though slow ; 
You thus to Iiigher-self will grow. 

1 " A  Brahmana " here does not exclude non.brahn~ins, but means the man who is on Brah- 
ma's path,  who is studying the wisdom of or about Brahma or spirit. 



OIDDEN GINVS 
IN V H E  S E G ~ E V  D O G T ~ I N E .  

( f i - o ? ? ~  p. 128 60 p. 160 Tkl. I.) 

NIK~.AS.II;AY.~S. First leference to tllese on p 1 3 2 ,  note, where they 
ale called " the surviving spiritual principle.; of men ", and in the test they 
are those who reincarnale for the good o f t h e  world i f  they choose. 

ELECTRICITY AGAIN is mentioned as L f e ,  p. r37, dill live ; also p. 
139, line 17 ; also a form of  " Yohat "; also p. rq j ,  ( I / ) .  

ETHER only partially manifestetl, and not to be fu!li\' s o  u n ~ ~ i  the 5th 
round, p. 140. 

THAT E S ~ I T I E S  AMF CO~STTIL'LED of mail!. units. each an ent~tv. T h u i  
that " E'ohat ", elsen here called " a11 Entity ", I S  not one undivi(led entity 
but is made u p  of oti~ers ; ancl t h < ~ t  thele arc' a< ~ n a n y  Fol~ats  are t11e1e are 
wolldb. i?>!e 2, 9. 143 ,  anti /I. 1 4 5  ( J ) .  

EI.ISIK OF LII..E. A 11i11 t thereupon. A7?)!e 2,  143. 

ELEMESTALS COSCERSEI) in all fi)rces, 6 .  ,y. tint electricit!., magnet- 
i.;:n, cohesion, and tlie like are macle u p  of clerncn~als. Thew, of course, 
arc not all of one class, but of several, p. 1 4 6 .  Xear the e ~ ~ d  of this page it 
is inferentially stated that. elementals are generated in millions by other 
Ixings. This must be, in fact, a transforlning process in the atoms. By 
refering t o p .  143 a broad hint will be found as to this in the remarlis upon 
the " fate of an a tom" once caught into any world sphere, ant1 the mea1:s 
of getting out through "a  current of efflux ". Is this eflu-2: t l~ roush  the 
transforming being ? 

TIIE 11100~. I n  what sense dead ? Only as to her inner  principles 
Her  physical principles are not dead, but  have a certain activity, p -149, 
note I.  And her spiritual principles have been transferred to this earth, 
p. 1 5 5 ,  note, and p. 1 5 6 ,  liie 6. 

DISAI'PEARAKCE OF THE 3 I o o ~  will have occurred before this earth has 
passed through her 7th human round, p. 155, fzofe. 

ARCHLTYPAL  IAN OK GI,OBE A. 1). 159, tnst para. Here is a most 
il~teiesting hint not often referred to and openir~g- up  a vista ofzhought. I n  
the 1st round of the monads in this chain of planets, the monads fiom the 
preceding chain of words-say the n:oon's chain-beconzc human Ilezilgs on 
Globe A. 13ut in the zd round the process alters, and  it is in the 4th 
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round that man appears on this earth, the 4th Globe. T o  quote : " or, ;lobe -4 
man rebecomes a mineral, a plant, an animal, on globe B., C., etc. T h e  
process changes entirely flom the zd round, but-" This  abruptness is to 
give tlie hint to intuitional investigators, and opens up as great a problem as 
tire 8th sphere seemed once to 11: and still perhaps is. But we may ask if 
on  Globe ;i-unseen by us-the archetypal process does not obtain ? 

'; I s  there any foundation for the doctrine of transmigration of souls 
which was once believed in and is now held by some classes of H i n d a s ?  " 
is a question sent to the PATH. 

From a careful examination of the T'edas and Upanishads it mill be 
fo~ind  that the ancient Hindus did not believe in this doctrine, Gut held, 
as so many theosophists do, that ' (  once a man, always a man " ; but of 
coul.>e tl~ere is the esce~)t ion of the case where men live bad lives persist- 
ently fi)r ages. But it also seems verjT clear that the later Brahmins, for the 
pul.pnse of having apriestly hold on the people or for other purposes, taught 
them the doctrine tliat they and their parents might go after death into t l ~ e  
hoiiies of animals, but I doubt if the theory is held to such an extent as to 
make it a national doctrirle. Sorne missionaries and travelers have hastily 
concluded that it is the beliefbecause they saw the Hindu  and the Jain alike 
acting very carefully as to animals and insects, avoiding them in the path, 
cal-efiily brushing insects out of the way at a great loss of time, so as to 
not step on them. ?'his, said tlie missionary, is because they think that i i l  

these forms their dead friends or relatives may be living. 
The  real reason for such care is that they think they have n o  right tc 

destroy life which it is not in their power to restore. While I have some 
views on the subject of trausmigt.atioi1 of a certain sort that I am not 110iv 
disposed to disclose, I may be allowed to give others on the question " How 
might such an idea arise out  of the true doctrine ?". 

First, what is the fate of the astral body, and in what may and lion. 
much does that affect the next incarnation of the man ? Second, what in- 
fliience has man on the atoms, millions in number, which from year to 
year enter into the composition of his body, and how far is he-the soul- 
responsible for those effects and answerable for them in a subsequent life 
of joy or sorrow or opport~inity or obscurity ? These are important questions. 

The  student of the theosophic scheme admits that after death the astral 
soul either dies and dissipates at once, or remains wandering for a space 
in Kama Loca. If ttie man was spiritual, or \vhat is sometimes called " very 
good", then his astral soul dissipates soon ; i f  he was wicked and material, 
then the astral part of him, being too gross to easily disintegrate, is con- 
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demned, as it were, to flit about in Kama Loca, manifesting itself in spirit- 
ualistic stance rooms as the spirit of some deceased one, and doing damage 
to the mental furniture of nlortals while it suffess other pains itself. Seers of 
modern times have declared that such eidolons or spooks assume the ap- 
pearance of beasts or reptiles according to their dominant characteristic. 
T h e  ancients sometimes taugh$ that these gross astral forms, having a nat- 
ural affinitj, for the lower types, such as the animal kingdom, gravitated 
gradually in that direction and were at last absosbed on the astral 
plane of animals, for which they furnished the sidereal particles needed by 
them as well as by man. But this in n o  sense meant that the man himself 
went into an animal, fc3r before this result hati er.entuatec1 the ego might 
have already re-entered life with a nenl physical and astral l~oil!.. 'I'iie com- 
mon people, however, could not make these distinctions, and so \.el-!- ?ail!. 
held the doctrine as meaning that the rnan became an anirnal. Aiter a 
time the priests and seers took up  this form ofthe tenet and taught it outright. 
I t  can be found in the Desafir, where it is said that tigers and other ferocious 
animals are incarnations of wiclied men, and so on.  Rut it must be true 
that each man is responsible and accountable for the fate of his astral body 
left behind at death, since that fate results directly from the man's own acts 
and life. 

Considering the question of the atoms in tlieir march along the path 
of evolution, another cause for a belief ~vrongly held in transmigration into 
lower forms can be found. The  initiates could teach ant1 thoroughly under- 
stand howk it is that each ego is responsible for the use he makes of the 
atoms in space, and how each may and does irnpl-iiit a definite character 
and direction upon all the atoms used throughout life, but the uninitiated 
just as easily n~ould misinterpret this also and thinl; it referred to transmi- 
gration. Each man has a duty not only to himself but also to the atoilis in 
use. H e  is the great, the highest educator of them. Being each instant in 
possession of some, and like\vise ever throwing them off, he shoulci so l i ~ e  
that they gain a fresh impulse to the higher life of man as compared 
with the brute. This impress and impulse given by us either conk  r an 
affinity for human bodies and brains, or for that which, corresponding to  
brutal lives and base passions, belongs to the lower kingdoms. So the 
teachers inculcated this, and said that if the disciple lived a \vicl;ed life his 
atoms would be precipitated down instead of up i n  this relative scale. If he 
was dull and inattentive, the atoms similarly impressed travelled into sticks 
and stones. I n  each case they to some extent represented the man, just 
as our surroundings, furniture, and clothing generally represent us who 
collect and use them. So from both these true tenets the people might 
at last come to believe in transmigration as being a convenient and easy 
way of formulating the problem and of indicating a rule of conduct. 

HADJI. 
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J.~SU.IRY LUCIFF.I<'S editorial is on " T h e  13al)el of JIodern Thought," 
and shows tlie ancient origi~i of, nlociern science. hit-s. Besant begins an 
al.ticle on ' &  Theosoph!. and its Evidences " \vl~icli even at this stage may be 
diwerned 2,s filling a most important \vant,--that of 3 clear, succinct, prac- 
ticable, easil~~-connpre~1enc1ecI statement of the proofs \vl~ich sustain tlle 
IVisdom-Religion. That  n-orshipful pen could hardl!~ have written on a 
\ ~ c ~ r ~ l ~ i e r  topic, and the T .  P. S. will, we earnestly hope, print the coi~lpletetl 
article in panlphlet form. Mr. 13ertratn I<eigl~tley gives two descriptions of 
Indian scenes, delightfrilly, teliingl~. clone. Air. I<i~~gsIancl's ' I  ' l ~ t ~ ~ o s o p 1 1 ~ ~  
and Ecclesiasticisru " concluries :ln able ancl dispassionate :,l<;tcll ::nd 
prophecy. \Yitll 2-rext p~.acti;:al sense lie silo\\...; t l ~ a t  an irn!:ot.teil religioll, 
n o  matter the source, \ \ . i l l  11ot il~flue~lcc or ~.t'form l<uj.;lisl~ C1i1-ihtinns : \ ie 
must t i o  that a i  Ci~ris t i~~l ls ,  as IZ~~~ltlhists : a11~1 til:~t a c u ~ n ~ ) ~ t e ~ i t  1)ool; 
entitlecl K\oit '~-~i- Ch~-c:s/i;~irlt~,, u;)on the lincs of Air. Sinnett's f;lnioris \vo11;. 
~ v o u l c i  correct tlie notion that 'I'heosophist:; are 13ucldhist ti~ihsiolia:.ies. 
" Esoteric anrl Esoteric Souritl " is ill11 of thought and beaut!.. A Hi~ilil~ 
contri1)utes " A Criticis111 on a Critic ", being a s o l e n ~ ~ l  clissecticin of 113s 

Jliiller's poem on a salmon. Il'itli entire seriousness the writer aver5 111;~t 

the l7cc1as were not coinposed 1):. a n y  being, but ever existeci wit11 tlie A1- 
mighty Himself, and that one objection to the poem, though part of i t  is 
taken 1)o.lily from the l'edas, is that i t  is grammatic;ll througllnut. '1'11e 
poem itielf, even tlie Vedic crib, is perhaps not phenomenal, but nothin:,. 
can surplhs the unconscicius delightf~~lness of tlie " Criticism." ( '  Hallit " 
,sl;irts around its topic, 2nd once touches it. [A. F.] 

JAN-ARY THEOSOI~HIST lias the deeply-interesting Report of  the Xrl11uxl 
Convention (~loticetl else~vl~el.e), bul otherwise is a trifle heav~, .  " I<. K." 
relieves this somen.hat by advising, as a remedy against '.fiery inf1uc:nce 
\vithinM incipient Ypgis, " a  small spoonful of pure castor oil ~vitli the 
food !'. There can Iiardly be question, one would say, as to tile potent!. o f  
this corrective. MI*. Bertram Keightley, whose presence in India at tliis 
epoch is little short of a gocl-senti, lias a most generous article on tlie wnrl; 
of the iZmericatl Section, and estii1)its therein, as every\vtiere else, that 
whole-souled sympathy with earnest effort wliich has endeared him to tl11-ee 
continents. Col. Olcott sllo~vs how the vital energy of the Brahmo Sorilaj 
has really passed over into the 'Theosophical Society, its later and broader 
representative, and his article should have special interest for the liberal 
English~nen, headed by the late Dean Stanley, ~ v h o  gave to Keshub 
Chuntler Set1 so hearty a n.elcome and god-speed as its leader. LL4. F.] 
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YOGA SCTTRAS of P,ITAS~ALI. Translated by Manila1 N. Dvivedi, or 
Nadiad, India ; pul)lislie\l by Too1;esam Tatya, Bombay, India, 1890,  99 
pp., with note?; hy translator, and appendix containing extracts from the 
Hathaprailipi1;a. Price, $r.co. This is a translation of the Yoga  Aphor- 
~ : c n ~ s  of Plzftz?tj;~Zz; \vliich \\-tie translated I)!! Ballant!,ne and publishetf I)?. 
3Ir. 'l'. T a t ~ a ,  antl a2ain reviskd and publishetl under that ilanle by the 
PATH. Although the notes arc valuat)le, nre cannot agree with the puh- 
lisher and the transistor that this is ;L tlettes t1.anslatio11 of the rlphor2j-nrs 
than 131llantyne's or the Z'.ITII edition. L!p/l. 5, 131:. 2, is no  better t11a1i in 
the ;imerican edition ; it is the definition ignorance. No. 7 and 8 are 
the same as the American, only reversed, and So. r o is not as clear as in 
PATH edition. I n  fact, where this edition is clear i t  coinciclei n.ittl I ' A ~ ~ - ~  
edition. Rut some of the Aphorisnzs are rnncle very blind, a; Kt ). I S of 
Book 2, where "Uiliverse" is called " sight" and the object of the e.;i:.it.~lc~ 
of the universe is said to be " absolution ". This is unintc1ligil)lc ; and SO. 
2 I is worse. I t  reads " The  beings of the sight is for him ". Ballant! 11r 
and PATH edition make this clear. \Ve corlcur with .Luczfer as to tile 
noces, but as t o  the iZphorz'Sl;l~s we cani~ot  conl~nend the \vorl;. 

KATI'RE'S FIYER F O R C E S ,  7 % ~  Scie~zce (5f Bretz//l (2nd the PlzliToso1/2~l rf 
the l;z/wns, wit11 tii'tceu ititrocluctory and es!)lanatory essa!.s. by Ranla. 
Prr~sacl, 11. A., F. 'I'. S. ( T h e  7Xeo.c. Pnh. Soc., Lo?~:Jorz, The  Yrrfh, ,127~ 
1 brk,  250 p(z<qcs, cloth, $1. oo.) IL  is with {)leasure that n.e notice the ap- 
pe'tsance of this book. 7'n.i) !.t.ars  go 1\11.. Ramx 1's:-tsad wrobc a, series of 
articles for the liicosophis/ ; tllc!. tool; tile golcl med'~! ;ind created a g(;ocl 
deal of interest. 'I'he author 11as 1)eeri persuadeti to revise the original eiglit 
and to add seven nen- ones \\.it11 a full translation of the Sanscrit of the S~iru- 
ganza on which the ess;Lys are mainly based. H. P. 13 sz!.s that this bool; 
is a verj. good sermon preached on a ver!. bad test-the tantril; ~)hilosopi,l!-. 
Certainly to the ordinary reader the Sivugn?7zn will seem to be fU11 of 12011- 
sense, but i t  must be remembered that the \vllole of it is written in a 11idcleu 
or symbolical manner. Without the essays it n ~ ~ u l t l  be useless t o  the 
American reader ; but the \\ro~li of Brother Prasnd tllro\~.s a floc~d of' light 
on a subject that is (luite ol)scure, and we cannot ~pea l i  too highly of the 
essays. T h e  first series deals with the Tat\vas, their forms and motions, ant1 
with thebody and life currents. Mind, soul, and spirit, as well as memor!., 
devachan, nirvana, reincarnation, and other subjects are also incluired iliro 
in a manner that is simple antl clear. A study of the booli will (lo gootl, 
but at the same time it must be understood that the essays are not all 
gospel. 'THE PATH has the booli for sale, and copies will be in the Circu- 
h t ing  Library and in that of the Aryan T. S. 



T e a  is over. T h e  silence of contentment  falls upon the  group.  Conver-  
sation is luilecl for the moment.  T h e  fire-light plays upon tlie silver, the  
Ivhite t l r a ~ ~ e r y ,  the  \valls; plays dpon the  \\lee small  f igure of a beloved ant1 
cherished gues t ,  seated in a tiny cha i r  before the  hearth.  lVe a r e  al l  think- 
ing,  \vith various sliatles of regre t ,  tha t  it really is bedtime,  tha t  the  gent le  
little tigure must  soon be  passed from arn l  to a r m ,  say ing  its sweet  "Gootl 
night  ", the  lisp of 1)abyhootl scarce  off its sweet  lips, for she  is only five years  
olcl. And ,  a s  if she  knew o u r  reluctant  thoughts,  Antonina  (for it is she)  
1001;s up  from u n d e r  her  russet, fluff\. hangs ,  and  remarks :  

" Auntie,  d o  you kno\v \ ~ h y  I like to g o  to l ~ e d ? "  
T h a t  envied mortal  \vho is hel- aunt  ant1 confitlante n1:ikes encour; iging 

and  d u e  inquiry.  Antonina  syttles ]let-self in the  mite of a cllair, gazes aga in  
a t  the  flatiies, ancl alnitlst ou r  affectations of unconcern (not  for I\-orltls n.oulti 
\Ye spoil o u r  natural  ~ I n t o n i t i a )  ans\vers musingly:  

' . I like to :,.I> to l~ecl, I~ecnuse  of my .c.zi$ersfifii7u.s ?/colrkc;~~." 
" Your  s~cj~'r.rlifioz~.s rnoti1;ej-, cl;ild? What ' s  t ha t ?  I thinli you meat] a 

.s!c~J,osif i f io;(s monlie!.." 
\\7h:tt's tha t .  auntie?" 

' .Sul)l~osititioits Illcans nial ie-l~elieve;  a malie-ljelieve nlonliey." 
' . S o ;  Jro. I don't. 3Iy sui)erstitious monkey is a I-erzd motll;ey, ant1 I:e 

comes to me  when I arn in bed." 
'I'he a u n t  abandons  all ~~l i i lo logica l  discussion, all a t tempt  a t  definition. 

Slie is a highly tliscriminating aunt ,  n-orthy,  I may say, of the  honor  \vhicti 
has  fallen upon her.  Wi th  all seriousness, is there  any  g r ea t e r  tr ibute possi- 
ble to human  charac ter  than tha t  conveyecl 11y the  entire t rus t  and  love of a 
young chiltl? She  kno\vs tha t  Antonina hns a n  e a r  for rhythm;  also a tlecitletl 
charac ter ;  i f  su l~ers t i t ious  is her  epithet ,  supel-stitious it lmust be. I t  is the  
music,  not  tlie rneatling, that  llliss Five-year-oltl hears  in wortls; who  can  
deny that  " superst i t ious monkey " rolls g l i l~ ly  off the  tongue?  iVith a swift 
change  of base,  the  est irnal~le y o u n g  a u n t  incluires: 

' b  l i h a t  does  your  su l~ers t i t ious  monkey (lo?" 
" H e  comes  when I 'm in bet1 aricl sits on the  footboard;  then  he  tlrurns, 

clrums his heels on  i t ;  he  d rums  them a t  me." 
Pit-a-pat  g o  the  s turdy  little heels on  the  hear th  in illustration. I t  costs 

us all someth ing  not  to kiss the  cliiltl a t  tha t  moment .  B u t  we shoultl lose 
the  tale if w e  did. Antoninz  is a person of charac ter  and  dignity when she  
converses thus ;  a person of dl-eaniy tone and  c lear  thought.  T h e  chiltl r omp  
d isappears ;  she  cannot  be approached  now with familiar impunity. Some  of 
us  pretentl to s leep;  some pretentl to r e ad ;  one  accomplisi~ecl ac tor  ya\iTns 
ant1 touches the  piano keys softly, hut all listen a s  with one  ear.  

" You clon't like the t lrumtning,  (lo you?" the  aun t  asks. 
"Oh!  1 don't mintl. I ra ther  like i t ;  its my superst i t ious monkey,  you 

know." 
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" A n d  wha t  else does he  do?" 
' '  Ta lks  t o  me." 
" Eh?"  

"Yes ;  tallis to me." 
" IVhat almut?" 
"Oh!  well-about-oh-tlie tlo\vers;-ant1 the butterflies;---and all ou t  

cloors; and-and- a g r ea t  man!. t i i i ~ ~ g s  >IOU \voul(l~l't understand.  B u t  I 
u!lclet-stand. Only I couitln't e s l~ l a in  them to you, auntie." 

'The little rnaitl rises. H e r  soit " Good nights " a r e  said.  Sighing,  we 
let h e r  g o  to he r  \\.arm nest .  I n  tlic t\vilight \ye sit and  cha t  awliile. S i l ~ ~ e r  
rnooni>eams t remble  thl-ough tlie panes. \\'list is tile clim white sllape 
s tea l ing  across the  floor? Is it ou r  I)iessetl 1)nl)y in liel- ~ l i g l ~ t g o \ ~ n ,  a s \ ~ e e t ,  
serious s ~ n i l e  upon he r  face? TVith the  a i r  of one  I\-lio c(,iife.ises the ivhole 
t ru th ,  she  slips to her  aunt ' s  s ide.  I n  a \vee Iiuslletl \.oice slie says: 

"Aunt ie ;  (lo you kiioiv \ \ ~ h : ~ t  my superst i t ious monkey ~ ' e ' t ~ l l ~ ~  is? i t '5  tIi(: 

Darkness .  It is not  f - t ~ ~ i / y  a monlcey. It 's the  Darkness  tha t  s1)eal;s. I t  

isn't everyl~otly tha t  can Iiear the  L)arl<ness speaking.  You have to listen 
very, .i.lcry clz~efuZLj1, and everyl~ocly don' t  unclerstar~cl \\?hat the Darkness  
says. I unclerstand. 13ut I clon't thinlc you can  hear  it-I-" 

'I'lle voice m u r m u r s  a fe\\r drowsy ~vorcls  more,  then trai ls  off into intlis- 
t inctuess ant1 silence. Softly smiling,  softly I)reatlii!~g, tlie little one  has  
gone  to tha t  land \vIiere tile I)arl<ness reveals its secrets. 

A Srientl gave  Antoninn a l>ool< of cl~iltll-en's tales, written by a lady 
theosophist an t \  conveying tl)eosopl)ic truths.  These  \ \ere recently read  t o  
the  child 1)y lier mother  ( w h o  is not :L theosopiiist) a s  a n  experiment.  She  
remar1;etl a f te rward:  

I '  'That cl~ilcl's at t i tude before tllat I ~ o o k  is entirely different; s h e  does  not  
listen to it a s  she  does to a n y  other.  She  has  matle ul) lier mincl tha t  those 
tales a re  to teach  her  sometl l ing,  ant1 you shoultl see  the  way she  set t les 
tlo\vn t o  it. She  is a picture ;is she  listens a n d  seems to weigh i t  all." 

Presently Antonina  comes  in, \\.it11 tlle l ~ o o k ,  to which she  is ~ n u c ! ~  
at tached,  unde r  her  a r m .  " X ~ ~ ~ l t i e , "  s h e  says,  " H. reatis llistory to you 
every morning.  You're allvays rending t ha t  bool; you call the  Sc.~-rcf Uor- 
t?-im; it's ~10211 '  history,  ant1 " (proutllp) '- this is 112y history." After that ,  
slie callecl h e r  book "lbly History-book " alivays. 

Another  little maid  of my acquain tance  sudtlenly said to h e r  mother :  
" Mamma,  when 1 come here  aga in ,  I hope I'll be  your  little girl." 
' a  Nonsense,  don't tall; so  ; you \von't come here again." 
T h e  child playetl silently for a t ime.  T h e n  the restless mind broke  o u t  

again : 
" 3 I a m m a ;  \\rhat was  I \\.]]en I \vas here I~efore?"  
" You \veren't here  before.'' 
" But  what  was  I l ~e fb r e  I came?"  
" You? You \verenlt anything." 
The eyes filled, the voice quiverecl. '&Oh!  RiIanirna. ITasn' t  I a ? z y f l ~ i ~ z ~ ?  

Not  x larnb? iVut even r z  clo~.l,.?" 
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J i - i ~ a t  patl'os in the  soul 's  thirst f o ~  the  assurance  of immortal i ty,  its r e -  
luctance to take deiii,il: T o  little clliltlren, the  clock o r  watch is alive. T h e y  
listen to your  hear t .  feel their  own hear t ,  then  hearken to the  " t icker-heart  " 
in breast  of clock or  \\:itch. Of all inanimate  objects, these alone a r e  alive 
to them ; they look upon them,  deprived a s  tlley a r e  of locoinotion, a s  the  
lo\ve.;t o rde r  of life. Hence  ,the -'L not  e7len a clock." 

California theosophists a r e  full of the  idea  of theosophical schools for 
children,  antl, surely, no  more  hopeful field of work could be found than  tha t  
of encouraging  these little ones to listen to the  inner  instinct, t o  seek  t ru th  
Ivithin the  intuition, to accept  tha t  monitor alone. 

T h e r e  is g r e a t  hope for a lnovenlent of Though t  when the  poets begin t o  
s ing  it. Considering the  sensuous  quality of Swinburne's  verse, the  material-  
istic tone  of its earl ier  tendency,  \ve come upon t he  following verses in his  
, T O P Z ~ S  before Sunrise. \vith a shocl; of surprise.  

c c  Unto each man his liantiirn,ork, unto encli his crown 
Tlie just Fate git-es; 

iV11oso takes the n-orld's life on him antl his own lays clo~t-11, 
He,  clying so, lives. 

\Thoso ])ears the \\-hole hea~iness of the wronged world's weight, 
And puts it by, 

It is well wit11 hi111 suffering, tltoug.11 he face man's fate; 
IHow should he die ? 

Seeing Death has no part in him any more, no power 
Upon his head; 

I-Ie has bought his eternity with a little hour 
And is not dead. 

For an hour, if ye look for him, he is no more found 
For an hour's space; 

Then ye lift up your e j  e5 to llilll and behold him crowned, 
X deathless face," 

h l ay  \Ire succeetl in  o u r  efforts so t o  spread  the  t idings of Universal  
Ero therhood from s e a  to s e a  tha t  every human  being m a y  have the  oppor tu-  
nity t o  hea r  the  g lad  t idings t ha t  they who  live for a n d  in al l  Human i ty ,  all 
Life, can  never  die. JULIUS, 

AGAINST N. Y. SUN AND ELLIOTT COUES. 

Several letters i nqu i r i ng  abou t  these suits  having been  received, a n d  var- 

ious  rumor s  a b o u t  t h e m  having arisen, facts a r e  given. 

It is  no t  possible t o  br ing  a n y  suit  t o  trial i n  New Y o r k  very quickly,  

a s  all t h e  ca lendars  a re  crowded a n d  suitors have t o  await  their  turn.  

It is not possible i n  New Yorli t o  have newspapers not ice  t he  progress  
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of suits f;)r libel againit o t h e ~  neivipapers, as an agleement exiit4 hetn-eeii 
the 17a1ious editors that 110 s ~ i c h  pul~lication nil1 be made. Hence the 
sllence a l ~ o u t  the ahole-~neritic-inrd actions. 

T h e  actions \\ere 1)e;un In ealilelt and are awaiting t~ial .  Tliey 1vi11 
be continueri l!ntil a vei(1itt ih leached or a retraction given. 

One .i7icroi\- has been ~ ~ l i n e ( I  in this nay.  ?'he ,l: 1C: S u n  put  in a 
Ion? an.wcl to  J lnie  Hla\<~ti l , j ' i  compixint and her lawyer demurred to 
its sui l~~;enc!  as a tlerc.~ice. '1.11 ~t clue>tion of law \\as a~guecl before Judge 
Beach in t ~ l c  S:lprcme C'c,urt, and on the alqnn~ent  the lawyer for the Szrn 
corlfesietl in open co~ll-t their 1n,11)1lrt> ti> pl-ove tllc ~11~11ge o f  immorality on 
\rliict~ the suit lies, and aslieti to bt' allowetl to letain the mas, of i~rele\,lnt 
matter in the ans\zel. These matte15 coultl nnl! 11'11 c 1)een mcnnt to be 
used to plejndice a ju~j . .  But Judg;. B2acll s ~ s t ~ ~ i n e d  ; \ In~e .  Ul , t \ ,~t~Ii~. ' s  
objection and ordered the ol~jectionable matter to be str~clien o u t  '1 lie 
case now loolii mercl!. lii,e one iri nhich tlie only question niii l ~ e  tile 
amount of damage,, and e ~ e ~ y t h i n f  must now stand unt11 the case is reaclied 
in tlie Tiial Term. Tliis decis~on on the demurrer nTns a substantial vic- 
o r .  Ttle s11it a;r;lin,i Di. E!liott C'oue, i . ~  in ~ s t c t l y  the satne condition. 

'I'llis niee~ing \\.as awaited \~ i t l l  great interest for m;irly reasons. Nuiie 
had occur-scci since I $85; much tt~eosoyk~ical urorlc had been done in all 
parts of the world since then, and the I'resident, Col. H. S. Olcott, hat1 
found 16 years of hard work so telling on his health that his resignation of- 
the Presidency appeared inevitable. Indeed, so fixed was his intention 
that, having incautiously divulged it to certain " inimical friends" in the 
U. S., they had it reported in our ne\v..;papers as an accomplished fact ; anti 
this report was read by probably more tliar~ those who saw the official 
denial. As usual, too, there \Irere those who, suffering frorn conceit, had 
proinnlgated their important intentions of b ' g o i n ~  o u t "  with the President. 
'I'lie event, however, turns out to be different, and, indeed, much better 
than even we had hoped. T h e  report just at hand gives the details of t l ~ e  
Convention and presents many interesting facts. 

The  President's report shows that since 1888 he made the visit b!. 
invitation to Japan, where he was well received by all, including the ruler 
of the country and his ministers. I n  107 days he made a tour o f  the empire 
and delivered 76 addresses to an aggregate of zoo, ooo people. His tours 
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also ~nc lu t ie~ i  2 111 11:dln and 2 in Gte,~t  Britain. I n  Ce! Ion the Society'., 
effoltz llnic l ) ~ . o u ~ I i t  about a religious revi~al  and the ~ r g ~ ~ n i z ~ n i ; .  of 3 j 
schoois for boys anct girls, all under the Society's management. Tliere is 

alzo a lon: tleta~led financial report, to nhich readers mu,t lefer, as it iiai 
no place here. T h e  statistics of the growtt~ of the Society cornpenilious1~- 
put are full of profit for the\mind, thus : 

ISCI<EASE OF CH-IRTFKS I'ER TE.\R. 

This shows the annual growth to be 16%. 
From the total 11ave to be deducted 1 4  chartcrs estinguislied. l ' l ~ e  

publications of the Society siiici. I SSS, and not including olil rnaga~incs, '11-e 

D~r /~; f /bns  ~-c'cclile!i zrz 18 yo : 
A 4 ~ n e ~ , i c i ~ ,  - rupees 
111li1'1, < (  

Great l:ritiaii, L 6 

,411 others, - c c 

Fees t r ? f d  I1zst.s i~z 1890: 
,imerica, - rupecs 
India, 6 c  

Total Income in rupees, 1890, 

Of ~vhich the American Section gave - 
Equalling about - 

8 7 9 . 1 4 .  I 
2 4 6 .  0 . 0  I . : Z ~ . I . + . I  

- 

11 600. 3 I 
. -  - 

- rupees, 8 . 3 2  I 5 . 7  
$ 3 , 1 2 0  

'I'hese figures speak 1oudl~-  ant1 point to Llniericc~ as the teal sus ta i~~er  
of the central ofice of our  Society. They had all immense effect upon tile 
President and the Convention, as we shall show. Refelring to the help flonl 
his American colleagues, he says: " Where should we now have stooci but 
for them and for certain noble hearted men (in L\merica) ? Llrhe~e slloulci 
I have found the means to support this household, and keep these offices 
open?  Even of the 1013 rupees credited to Great Britain, 50 pounds, or 
three-fifths, mas recently sent me by one English friend in consequence of' 
reading Mr. Judge's appeal for u s  in the November issue of the PATH. T h e  
least I can do is to thus officially express my thanks and to give heed to the 
wishes of the ,\merican Section as regards the direction of the Society." T h e  
facts as to the revision of the Constitution will show that the suggestions 
of the American Executive Committee were followed. 
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H e  then goes on to show the possible future of the ,4dyar Librarj-, in 
which he takes the greatest interest, and closes by declaring that he accepts 
the offer of'a vxat ion for the purpose of restoring his health, and puts tile 
T'residency into Cornmissio:~ in the hands of :he fc\llo\ving : Toolraraxn 
'ratya of Bombay, Xorendro N. Sen of Calcutta, N. D. Kliandalavala of 
hhrnedaba, and LtTilliam 42. Tudge of New Uorli, they to have the powers of 
t11e President escept i~ig only tile Buddhistic department. It is only proper to 
say that a month before the Convention the General Secretary sent to Col. 
Olcott the sun1 of five hundred dollars give11 by an Anierican member for tile 
purpose of paying the initial espenses of his vacation, and that the recom- 
mendation for such vacation was contained in the oliiciai instructions given 
to Bertram Iieiglitlej as the delegate from America. 

I n  respect to the Constitution it was reported that tlle piall fijr volun- 
tary contributions had broken down, and also that the dividing ot' India 
into four sections was not a practicable one. T h e  Indian territory is made 
one section, and our old friend and earnest worker,Bertram Keightley, has 
been appointed its General Secretary. i4nd here again is to be seen the in- 
fluence of our past work. He adopts the idea of the American Forum of 
the Branch Department papers, and of the Correspondence Staff, as the use- 
fulness of these agencies has been fully demonstrated during the last tnro 
years. I n  fact, i t  seems as if the whole Convention proceeded with its eyes 
turned to this country for practical suggestions. But we must not forget 
that the chief inspiration for the Arnerican workers has come from Rlme. 
Blavatsliy, and also that the presence of Bertram I<eightley in India at the 
Coilvention nras due to the fact that she sent him there o n  very short notice 
to him just at the right time. 

T h e  reports from Ceylon and Europe and other places are all interest- 
i11g and show progress, and there is one speech by Mr. 'Tolrusawa, 1vl.10 
represented the Japanese Buddhists and is now in India for the purpose of 
studying Sanscrit, frorn which it appears plainly that our Society has had an 
influence in Japan. H e  said ; " IVhen I think of the condition of my 
religion three years ago, 1 feel inclined to shudder, because it was then at its 
lowest ebb. The  more I reflect on those evil times the more I am inclined 
to bless the Theosophical Society and Col. Olcott. His  success there was 
far beyond our most sanguine expectations. Buddhism took life again. 
T h e  spread of materialism and scepticism was checlied, and a reaction of 
the ri~ost n~arvellous charactel. has set in. T h e  Japanese ivill ever remain 
grateful to him and  to the Society." We quote this to  show the universal 
spirit of the theosophical movement, and not at all to prove that we are a 
Buddhist society, for tlie fact is that we have done the same for Hinduism 
and for those christians who know and practice their religion. 

T h e  question of the property of the Society was disposed of by arranging 
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for trustees for it, Col. Olcott to ha\e  the chief management d u r i n ~  his life. 
?'hose trustees are : Col. Olcott, Nme.  13lavatsl;!, i iTm. (2. Judge, Mr. 
Iieightle!., 11r. I<handalavala, J l r .  T'ltya, Pdndit Gopinath, Ms. S. Clletty, 
and Narendro S. Sen. A re>olution mas carried that the Society should 
prov~de for the expenses of Col. Olcott's vacation, and that subscription., 
from all \\ ho I\ islied to cor r~ ibu te  should be received at the headqua~ters. 
Tlie Convention endecl 11s labors by passing a vote of confidence in arid 
loyalt!- to H. P. Blaiatsky. 

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIE?'J7. 

OFFICERS FOR I S ~ I .  

Presde~zt ,  COL. H .  S. OLCOTT; Co~.~espo?zdljzg Sec~.ef(zt-s, H. P. BL IVATSKI: 
Pi'cr-Presl'de~zf, T I 7 ~ ~ ~ r . ~ n r  (2. J L ~ I I G E .  

Rec. Sec. trucf 14ssf. jriecrs., S. 1'. C;OPALA C H - I R L ~ .  

GESERAL SFCKETzIKIES O F  SECTIOSS. 

I~ERTR.IJI I<EIGI%TLEY, 01' Indian Section, Aciyar, JIadras. 
\I'ILLIAJI (2. JUDGE, of ,4111erican " Iiew Yorl;. 
TI', R. OI.D, of British " London. 
G. R. S. AIEAD, of European " London. 
J. BOWLES DALY, of Ceylon " Colombo, Ceylo~l. 

P R E S I D E N T  0LCO.I'T'S VACXTIGN. 

Yielding to the warm remonstrances of AZadame Blavatsky and all his 
friends azainst tile resignation which shattered health seemed to necessitate, 
Col. Olcott withheld it and accepted the proposal by Convention of a year'i 
vacation for rest. H e  will drup all walk, come as far west as Europe, and 
take every measure to regain his strength. Certain Tneosophists in New 
Uoll;, grateful for his l>ng, arduous toil in the common Cause, and remem- 
bering that his private means were altogether sacrificed in that service, that 
he has had no salary but merely a liveliliood while Psesitlent, and that an! - 
thing to free this vacation from anxiety must be done by those who 1 ~ v e  him 
and his \vorlr, placed in my hands some months ago $400 to that end, and 
since Dec. another $ 1 0 0  has been added. T h e  General Secretary will asl; 
no one to contribute, for a purpose 11l;e this should be handled with the 
greatest delicac),, hut he will most gladly adti to tliis amount whatever other 
friends see fit spontaneously to send him, and will make alrangements by 
which the total shall greet the President upon his asrival 111 Europe or at 
whatever place he may indicnte. 
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. Among the many and delightful messages to  Col. Olcott urging his re- 
/ tention of the Presidency, tlie Theosophist quotes one from an unnamed 

" prominent Theosophist in Boston", imploring the I'resident to remain he- 
cause of " the large number of n ~ e m l ~ e r s  in the IT. S. who look to you and 
you alone as the preserver of their rigllts and liberties". H a s  the April 
Conventiol~, or the El:secuti\.e Cornn~i~tee,  or the General Secretary been 
engaged in a sinister machination agai11.t ?'lieosophic independence in 
this free laud, \\.hich only tile iroii hand of tile I'resident will restrain ? Or can 
it be  that the timorous s p ~ r i t  of a sister lias taken ulitiue alarm, and that she 
has fled incontinently to Adyar for protection ? \ \ ' l~at,  1v11at can it mean?  

THE LOS AXGELES EXPRESS gives over a column to a report of Mrs. 
Eliz. A. Kingsbury's paper on " T h e  Witch of Endor"  read at a Headquar- 
ters meeting. >lore and more is the press opening to Theosophical tollics, 
and each discussion produces new questions and fresh interest. 

GOLDEN GATE LODGE, Sail Francisco, has re-elected President Jerome 
A. Anderson, hI, D., and Secretary Allen Griffiths, D. D. S. T h e  go id  
work of public lecturing goes on  witti unabated enelgy, and the 4th Course 
was announced in January. T h e  8 Lectures a r e .  ALZepts, Mrs. hlelcie 
11. Thirds ; Ivz~zortali2y or AnnzhiLutlbn- Whzch 2, Dr. Griffiths ; Xezizcar- 
nation, o r  The Sorzg of Lfe, l l l is  TJ. A. LValsh ; Theoso$li_l/ and il~zcitnb 
Free Alnsony-Are they il;lenhi.al?, L. P. AIcCnrty ; Jesus the hzrtii~ie. 
Mrs. Vera ill. Beane ; Karma, Dr. J. A. Anderson ; Dreanls, Mrs. L. A. 
Russell ; The Pern~unent  PI-irzc$le, A'lrs. Sarah A. Harris. Coul ses are 
being delivered also at San Josi. and Santa Cruz, and, in fact, it is purposed 
to include as many more towns as practicable, San Francisco being the 
working centre. 

BASDHU T. S., Santa C'ruz, Calif, has re-elected Dr. W. \V. Gamljle 
as President, and Mrs. L. A. Russell as Secretary. Its course of lectures 
includes Nos. I and 4 of the Sln Francisco list, as well as the following : 
Theosophy and the Theosophical Society, Dr. Griffiths ; Xeirzcur?zatzbn, Mr. 
W. S. Hall ; The New Cclnzma~~dnzent, ilIrs S. A. Harris ; Scientific Eviderzce 
of the Soul, Dr. Anderson : Kzrnza, 3Iiss lrdlsh ; Xnoioiedge, its Develop- 
rnent, Mr. E. B. Itambo. Bezides a previous course, as also many separate 
lectures, Bandhu has enjr)j,ed a long series of pnpers from residents and 



visitors. 1; has increased its Library and made it hee, taltes 4 'I'heosophical 
magazines, and has a membership now of 18. I n  the 3 summer months 29 
stranqers came to the l<rancti, most of thetn tourists \\rho then for the first 
ti ie heard of 'l'lleosopti!-. Thus in every way this active Branch is spread- f 
in: abroad the health!. influence of Truth. 

A \ ~ ~ ~ ~  T. S. has at last secured an excellent meeting-room for the time 
befor-e it can find, buy, and fit up  a regular Headquarters. For  over a year 
it has occupied a hall, central and good, but upon a third floor and there- 
fore inconvenient. I t  has now leased for its Tuesday evening meetings the 
Sunday School Hall of the Church of the lllessia'n (Unitarian), 4th hve. 
and 31th St. and began there on Feb. 3d. T h e  Hall is upon the street 
level, is a handsome and attractive rootn, and seats about 2 0 3 .  T h ?  
location is of the best possit)le, and close to tramways and the elevated road. 
This felicitous change is expected to make the meetings accessible to  far 
more attendants, and to result in general growth and prosperity. Public 
lectures are contemplated. 

CISCISSATI T .  S. is still doing good work by its public lectures on 
Theo,oph!. 'I'he President, Mr. Robert Hosea, lectured in December on 
"The  Religion of Christ ", and at the same meeting n4iss Sarah J. Niles 
read a paper on " 'The Religion of Buddha ". On Jan. 18th Miss Annie 
Laws gave an essay on ' . T h e  Evolution of Christianity ", and on February 
1st AIr. IV. H .  Knight one on " Theosophy in Literature ". Every other 
Sunclay the meeting is informal, and this gives opportunity for inquiries 
and for the public reading of articles from Lucfeeu, The Theosophzif, THE 
P.IIH, and other Theosophical publications. 

MEMPHIS T. S. has organized by electing as President Dr. Max Snm- 
field, and as Secretary Mr. Wm. H. Hotchkiss, 298 !Main St. 

A CHARTER for a Branch in Toronto, Canada, to be called the 
Toronto T. S., has been issued. There are 5 Charter Members, and the 
Branch will be the 54th on the American Roll. It is the first formed in 
('anadian territory. 

THE R O ~ I A N  CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY at Washington, D. C., recen ti y 
opened by Cardinal Gibbons with nluchBcZat, announces in its February 
course 3 lectures by Mr. AIerwin h1. Snel1,-What is Theosophy, T h e  
Errors of Theosophy, T h e  Truths of Theosophp. Theosophy from a P'~pal 
vienr-point must be a remarkable spectacle, and the 3d lecture will prob- 
ably be brief. 

AURORA, T. S., Oakland, Calif, announces its Fourth Course of Lectures, 
beginning Feb. I 5 th. They are : Theosophy and Ancient Free iVasony- 
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Are  t h y  identical'/', L. P. JIcCarty ; The Su6jecilve and  O@ec/ive Planes, 
11  -. S. A. Harris ; Gtlneszs, Miss 11. A. Walsh ; The Fall, Rliss Il'alsh ; P 
I Xe dfone)lient, l l is,  ITalsh : The Kew E;zif/i, Miss Walsh ; Evolufion, 
Daniel 'l'i tus ; Rei~zcau?tlz/hn, Dr. J .  A. Anderson ; The Crown Aifi.ibzi/e, 
Dr. .Allen Griffiths : i'lltzhni~~zczs~zr~d~4(Jepts--Are t h y  a ~'l.ly/h .-', Mrs. G. S. 
Ijo\vman. 

C o x s , ~ ~ x r  I<E.IDEI<, Ci~ic~nnat i ,  ailis : " W11l you kindly give the 
adtl~ess of the most con~petent 1nterl)reter of palmistry in New Yolk City? 

Ans. I do r,ot know of an! competent or incompetent interpreter of 
palmist~y In Kew Yorli City or else\\~here. If the art ever existed or 
flourished it has died out, and is now ~nostly claimed anc! used by venal and 
uneducated per3ons. [ ED.] 

EUR OI'E. 

THE SECOND COLTIISE of D ~ S C U S S ~ C ) I ~ S  011 "Theosopl~y fiom the Root 
up", at the London Headquarters, was opened by Mrs. Annie Besant, 
President of the Blavatslcy Lodge, on Jan. 22d. I t  is held each Thursday, 
and 7 evenings are given to The  Constitution of hlan, z to Reincarnation, 
and I to Iiarmrt, tlie last of this cour.;e 1)eing on Mar. 26th. Each topic is 
thoroughly analyzeil, ant1 the pr-i 11 ted prosram thus enables each rnember 
to think it u p  in advance. If pkionogl.aphs were no\lr more perfected, how 
tliest? Discussions could be distributed and vocallj. rcpi.otiuced all over the 
Tiieosophical n-01-ld ! 

CEY I>ON. 

\;lTon~im's E:DUCATION.IL SOCIETY, CEYLON. This i~ a society founded and 
carried on 1)~. members of the Societj.. Its name is ~l'ari-shiksn-dhana Sumiz- 
gnnza. ?'he President is Mrs. 0. L.  G. A. Weerakoon. T h e  Society'\ 
object is to p ~ o m o t e  the education of wornen in Ceylon, and \votk has 
already been begun as stated in the February PATH. Monetary aid is 
desired, and any one can send contr~butions either through the Eciitor o f  
this magazine or direct. In the latter case they should go to the Prest., 60 
and 6 I Maliban St., Pettah, Colombo, Ceylon, and entitled "for the San- 
gamitta Girls School." 64 Rupees are ackno\\~ledged from Mrs. English, F. 
T. S., of Vermont. This worthy Society ought to be encouraged by those 
American women who can afford to  contribute. 

ANNUAL CONVENTION : AMERICAN SECTION. 

Very cogent reasons have led the Executive Committee to unanimously 
adopt a Resolution that the April Convention shall meet this year in Boston. 
Due notice will be given of date and place. Meantime the various 
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Branches ale earnebtl!. desired to m a n g e ,  rf possible, for delegates, or, 
at 50, to provide for proxies. All F. T. S. are entitled to attend the 

I3rancll Piipcr No. I I ,  l % e  I~zJz~erlce of' Theosop&~~, read b j  his. James 
H. Connelly before the Aryan T. S., was sent to the Secretaries of Branches 
not in arrears for dues during the first week in February. 

Forum S o .  2 0  \\.as mailed during the thircl week in February sepa- 
rately to eacii nlennber in good st'xnding, as it car]-iec-l the General Secretary's 
a1)peal to each for direct sustentation of his office expenses. 

The  A\pril PATI-I will contdin a portrait of Nrs. Arinie Besant p~-el)aled 
from a late pilotograph. 

IV. 

Several back nlernbers of the PATI-I being nearl! exhausted, it has 11een 
thought advisable to bind the j Volumes ending \vi th the present issue, and  
to offer them at special rate. They are Inore p:trticulnl.ly intended for 
Branch and Public Libraries The complete set o f  j volumes will be 
furnished at the reduced price of $10.00, postage 50 cts. additional, bound 
in blue cloth. Single volumes of this set will not be sold. 

IT. 

T h e  Tract nIailing Scheme has again exhausted its funds, and once 
mdre appeals to its friends f'or aid. 

Donations to the General Fund, towards expenses of the Oriental 
Department, aggregate $ I jo. 75. 

VII. 

T h e  3d year of TheosophicnZ Sz f f i~tgs expires March 1st. Subscribers 
are invited to renew for the 4 th  year and to send the small sum, $ I .  2 j, to  
the PATH for transmission. 
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VIII .  

/ Branch Paper S o  I z, The Ana<~lsis of iMRn as strgg.eslea' by Theosophy, 
read by Miss L. A. Off before the Los Angeles T. S., and Whnf is the In- 
dziriduul ~ l l an ,  an illn~trated paper plepared by Air. James &I. Pryse for the 
Satwa T. S., was mailed during the last week in February to the Secre- 
taries of Branches not in arrea!s for dues. 

IX. 

Forum No. 2 I will go out to members about lldrch s t h ,  and with it 
will be sent Oriental Paper No. 2, entitled " Xaces in  \Irestern India ", by 
Dr. Umedram Lalbhai Desai, F. T. S. 

EDITORIAL NOTICE I N  " LUCIFER." 

We draw the special attention of our readers to the fact that the Editor 
of Tznze (published by &lessrs. Sonnensct~ein & Co., Paternoster Square, 
London, E. C. price I/-) lias promised to insert in the forthcoming March 
number an article by Annie Besant, entitled " The Great Mare's Nest of 
the Psychical Research Sdciety," dealing with the "Hodgson Report" at- 
tqcking FSme. Blavatsky, revived by hIr. Frank Podmnre in a recent article. 
We ask our friends to give the widest publicit!, ;o this announcement. 

THE NEIVSP~IPERS now notice theosophy and the Society very frequently, 
but often the statements matie require reply in order to correct their errors. 
I t  is suggested that members do  not neglect such opportunities, but send 
communications \vhenever possible to daily papers and sign after tlieir 
names the initials "F. T. S." 

The  General Secretary reminds the Branches that any successful result 
to the Branch Paper Department requiresa supply ofsuch Papers from them. 
Very few have lately been sent in for examination. 

Thousands of immortal lives are in each atom; ten thousand times 
divided in each way, stretch the universes small and great.-Tibetan verse. 

OM. 


